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Editor’s Comment
THE Cheshire Sandstone Ridge is important to Frodsham as
it is key to maintaining the town’s reputation as a centre for
walking and outdoor pursuits.
Equally, Frodsham is important
tourists want.
So it is good to see Frodsham
to the Sandstone Ridge, not just
Town Council taking the lead
as the northern gateway to one of
among the 39 town and parish
Cheshire’s finest rural areas, but
councils within the 88 square miles
also as a location for the shops,
that make up the area of the Ridge.
cafes, restaurants and pubs that
Representatives of the Sandstone
Ridge Trust aim to visit all those
councils – but they have already
made a presentation at Frodsham
during which they made it clear
they regard the Town Council as
integral to their long term vision
of getting the Ridge designated
an Area of Outstanding Natural
KINGSLEY parish Council is to run
Beauty.
its Community Fund again this year.
Helsby is also important to the
Applicants can apply for a grant
Trust’s aims, as are Delamere,
of up to £1,000, although groups
Cuddington,
Tarporley
and
and organisations can apply for
Beeston, and Peckforton, Bickerton
much smaller amounts.
Total amount available for the
grant scheme will be set after the
parish council approves its budget.
Last year, the council awarded a
total of £2,650 to Kingsley Youth
Group, Kingsley Players Youth
Theatre, Kingsley and Newton
Scout Group and Kingsley Garden
and Produce Club.
Application packs, with full
details, can be obtained from
parish clerk Jo Preston at jowish@
hotmail.com or telephone 01928
787303. Application forms are
now available and all completed
applications must be received no
later than January 31.

Council grant
scheme to run again

and Malpas to the south.
But we see Frodsham as key to
the whole initiative and urge local
people to get involved in any way
they can.
The Trust is doing a great job
so far, so much so that we were
surprised to learn its members are
all volunteers. But this means they
will need help, and this is where
local groups, individuals and the
Town Council come in.
Find out more by visiting
their excellent website www.
sandstoneridge.org.uk

Deadline for the February
issue of Frodsham Life is
January 23
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Councillors in bid to save Barclays branch
FOUR Frodsham councillors have written to the chief executive
of Barclays Bank putting forward a suggestion that would
enable the bank to keep a branch in the town.
They believe an unmanned
range of banking services, from
withdrawals to deposits. With your
branch using new technology could
bank’s technology centre based at
be maintained in Frodsham when
Radbroke Hall in Cheshire, we, as
the proposed closure of the Main
local councillors would be keen to
Street branch takes place.
work with Barclays to ensure that
Frodsham town councillors Liam
these services remain available in
Jones and Adam Wordsworth
Frodsham.”
and Cheshire West and Chester
The four Conservative councillors
councillors Andrew Dawson and
ask Barclays to consider:
Lynn Riley have asked Barclays
* Consider a staff-free branch for
boss Jes Staley for a meeting with a
Frodsham complete with ATM
bank representative to discuss how
and deposit safe
the branch could be saved.
* Having a representative meet
They say: “There is a trend
with them to discuss how
among all banks towards closing
we could help facilitate this
high street branches and moving
community based solution
customers
online,
which
is
* Providing training staff in the
understandable
and
welcome
short term to demonstrate to
by many customers. However,
customers how they could use
Frodsham is home to a substantial
this service
elderly population, many of whom
They say closure of the branch
have no access to the internet and
will have an enormous impact on the
will find it difficult to travel out
lives of many people in Frodsham
of town in order to access their
and the use of technology could
banking provisions.
enable Barclays to stay in the town.
“We recognise that the trend
alluded to above is probably
irreversible but we are firm
believers that with change comes
opportunity. With technological
developments comes the possibility
of keeping banking provisions
within the town while meeting
FRODSHAM Town Council’s
your organisational objectives of
planning committee is opposed to
reducing ongoing overheads.
a project to build four dwellings
“We have seen in other towns
at the rear of Bridge Lane,
how Barclays and other banks
Frodsham.
have provided staff-less branches
Members decided to object
in which business and personal
to the scheme on the grounds
customers can access the full

Housing scheme opposed
of over development of the land,
impact on vulnerable neighbours,
a detrimental impact on the privacy
of neighbouring properties and the
unsuitability of the proposed access.
They said there was already
traffic congestion in Ashton Drive,

poor visibility at the road
junction and the scheme would
restrict the vision and mobility of
residents of Ashton Court.
The final decision is for
Cheshire West and Chester
Council.

4

www.frodshamlife.co.uk

January 2018

Curtain call for Frodsham Panto
THE curtain is set to go up for Frodsham Panto group’s 2018
production of ‘Cinderella’.
Starting on Sunday January 7 the
rushes from the ball but in her hurry
panto tells the story of a beautiful girl
leaves behind a glass slipper.
named Cinderella, who lived with her
The Prince demands that every
father Baron Hardup who was kind
woman in the land must try on the
but weak, her two ugly sisters Fifi and
slipper until he finds to whom it
Fru-Fru and also her stepmother the
belongs. After a long search he and
Baroness.
Cinderella are reunited and they live
Her sisters and stepmother were
happily every after.
cruel to Cinderella making her do all
Performances as follows :the work and never letting her leave
Sunday 7th January 2018		
the kitchen at Hardup Hall.
Matinee at 2.00pm
At the King’s palace, the King,
Monday 8th January 2018		
Prince Charming and his best friend
Evening at 7.00pm
Dandini, are trying to find a girl for
Tuesday 9th January 2018		
the Prince to marry. Not able to
Evening at 7.00pm
decide, they agree to hold a Grand
No performance on Wednesday
Ball inviting all eligible girls to attend.
10th January 2018
The ugly sisters were very excited
Thursday 11th January 2018
and each was sure that they would
Evening at 7.00pm
win the Prince but poor Cinderella
Friday 12th January 2018		
could not go as she had no fine
Evening at 7.00pm
clothes to wear.
Saturday 13th January 2018
All alone, Cinderella is visited
Matinee at 2.00pm
by Kindheart her Fairy Godmother
Saturday 13th January 2018
who declares that she shall go to
Evening at 7.30pm
the Grand Ball. She then waves
All performances are being held at
her magic wand transforming
Frodsham Community Centre, Fluin
Cinderella’s rags into a beautiful ball
Lane, Frodsham, WA6 7QN
gown.
Ticket prices are £9 Adults and £7
So Cinderella can go to the ball in
Children
a grand coach with a warning from
Reduced ticket prices Monday and
the Fairy Godmother that she must
Tuesday of £6 and £4
leave by midnight.
Anyone who books 10 tickets or
At the ball Cinderella meets the
more will receive a 10% discount.
Prince who falls in love with her
For further ticket information
and they dance together. Suddenly
or enquiries please call 07971
midnight strikes and Cinderella
606409.

New look website to provide
online news for local community

Fire Service apprentices create
new pathway

FRODSHAM Life has a brand new website thanks to Aspire Computers who
were engaged to create a new dedicated website for the Frodsham, Helsby
and Kingsley Community.
The recently launched ‘Frodsham Life’ website can be found at www.
frodshamlife.co.uk and is an online newspaper in the style of the popular
warrington-worldwide.co.uk which was the first independent online
newspaper in the UK when it launched in April 1999.
The site features up to date community news plus sport, business, and
lifestyle articles, added by a team of trained content managers.
Current and previous editions of the monthly printed ‘Frodsham Life’
magazine are also free to download.
Gary Skentelbery of publishers Orbit News, who will be celebrating
their 50th anniversary in 2018, said “Thanks to the web team at Aspire for
getting this site up and running so smoothly. It’s a great addition to the Orbit
News portfolio.”
Contact Aspire Computers on 01925 251143 for websites, social media
support, IT support, hardware supply, data backups, enhanced security,
cloud based hosted exchange email and Microsoft Office software
Aspire website: www.aspire-computers.com

TWELVE Fire Service apprentices
have created a new entrance
pathway at Frodsham Community
Centre.
The Prince’s Trust initiative,
carried out by the youngsters prior
to starting their service training,
involved them designing the
feature, raising funds, sourcing
materials and carrying out the work
within a 12-day window.
To finish off, they landscaped
the area, planted shrubs and put in
benches and bird boxes.

The path offers a new, safer
access to the community centre,
away from the drive.
It was officially opened by the
Deputy Mayor of Frodsham, Cllr
Frank Pennington and followed by
a presentation by the apprentices
and a fundraising raffle draw.
Frodsham
Community
Association has issued a big thankyou to the apprentices on behalf of
the local community and all others
who supported the project.

Cllr Pennington with the apprentices.
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“Incensed” village
sends an angry
letter to planners
A FURIOUS letter has been sent to planning chiefs on behalf
of the “incensed and irate village community” of Kingsley,
following the approval of a controversial housing scheme.
The letter has been sent by
A housing needs survey carried
Kingsley Parish Council to Fiona
out by the developers in support
Hoare,
senior
manager
for
of the application did not produce
planning and strategic transport at
evidence of a local need. In future,
Cheshire West and Chester Council
the parish suggests, such surveys
(CW&C).
could be carried out independently
Planning
bosses
approved
– not by the developers themselves.
proposals for 15 affordable
The parish questions a claim that
housing units off Higher Heyes
the development will lead to an
Drive, Kingsley, despite fierce local
extra 13 trips through the village
opposition.
at peak times – and asks how this
Parish council chairman Cllr
figure was arrived at.
D.N. Crossley, accepts in the letter
At what point will CW&C accept
that his council has to respect the
that there is a traffic problem in
decision made by the CW&C
Hollow Lane, Kingsley, and take
planning committee, but says they
measures to address it?
will always believe there was more
The letter asks what investment
than sufficient justification for a
and improvements are planned
clear refusal of the application
by CW&C to address car parking
Cllr Crossley says the parish
issues in Kingsley over the next
council and residents now seek
5-10 years.
further urgent clarification on a
Although it was stated that
number of points raised during the
the new homes would be for
planning application.
”local” people, the developer had
Firstly, why is a financial
admitted that this would be for
contribution to be made by the
a limited time period only, after
developers going to Castle Park
which they would be available to
and Townfield Lane allotments in
people from surrounding villages
Frodsham when there are play
and then beyond.
areas and allotments in Kingsley
Cllr Crossley says CW&C
which could have benefitted from
should either drop the use of
the money?
the word “local” in affordable
Why wasn’t Kingsley consulted
housing schemes, or redefine it
on this contribution?
so that “local” actually means
Kingsley’s objection to the
people living within Kingsley and
application was partly on the
surrounding villages.
impact it would have on their
His letter ends: “We look forward
already over-stretched infrastructure
to your considered response to the
– particularly traffic and parking
items raised so that we can give
congestion.
feedback to an incensed and irate
Why wasn’t a suggested
village community” – and invites
£18,000 contribution from the
Ms Hoare to attend the next parish
developers towards addressing
these concerns accepted?
council meeting.

Pupils’ five days in France and Belgium
PUPILS from two classes from Years
5 and 6 at Frodsham Manor House
Primary School enjoyed a fiveday tour of France and Belgium to
develop their French language and
history skills.
They
visited
Passchendale
Museum to find out about life in the
trenches in World War One and
then visited two cemeteries.
At Tyne Cot they searched for the
names of past Frodsham residents
who had lost their lives during the
war and Langemark, where they
met visiting German reservists

before heading to Ypres for their
own Service of Remembrance.
The following day included visits
to a French chocolate factory, a
snail farm and a supermarket.
Their final full day had a World
War Two focus, with a visit to a
German bunker at La Coupole,
where they found out about life
under German occupations and the
role of the French Resistence.
Evening
activities
included
cheese tasting, crepe making and
a disco.

5

FDR Law Legal Clinic
Legal advice from
Chris Illingworth
Associate Solicitor at FDR Law
specialising in Residential
Conveyancing
www.fdrlaw.co.uk
Question:
Can I do my own Conveyancing to buy a house?
Answer:
It is possible to carry out your own conveyancing work
when you are buying a property, however it should be
noted that is a complex process, time-consuming and
could be a costly exercise in the long run if you don’t
spot something that could result in disputes further down
the line.
For example, failure to:
• Spot inaccuracies or potential issues on the property
boundary lines may lead to access problems in the
future or disagreements with neighbouring properties.
• Check the legal ownership rights could mean that a
buyer purchases a house from someone who didn’t
actually own the property.
• There might be obligations in the deeds that mean you
cannot extend or carry out development that you plan.
A solicitor has the expertise and experience to identify
potential pitfalls during the conveyancing process that
an untrained eye may not see. They will also adhere to
strict regulated guidelines and will have professional
insurance.
All mortgage lenders will insist, as part of their
agreement to loan you the money to buy a property,
that their interests are looked after by a solicitor
or conveyancer. You will have to pay their fee. A
conveyancing solicitor appointed by you will act on your
behalf and the lender’s behalf as part of the same fee.
You should also note that if you are considering Doing
it Yourself for cost reasons, you will still need to pay
for the Stamp Duty (if applicable), Land Registry fees,
searches and surveys.

For more information contact
Chris Illingworth on 01925 739300
or email chris.illingworth@fdrlaw.co.uk

Conveyancing - Family & Divorce
Litigation - Personal Injury
Wills, Trusts & Probate
Commercial Legal Services

01928 739300

20 High Street, Frodsham
Cheshire WA6 7HE
www.fdrlaw.co.uk
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Start a healthy new chapter with
a stress-busting bedtime read
AHEAD of National Storytelling Week, a local sleep retailer
is raising awareness of the positive, proven link between
bedtime reading and stress reduction.
Land of Beds are encouraging
and family values – we are
people to start a healthy bedtime
encouraging people of all ages to
reading habit, and has pledged
rediscover the therapeutic benefits
to collect unwanted story books at
of a great read, as well as asking
their Frodsham and Helsby stores to
for book donations at our Land of
redistribute to local charities.
Beds stores. We will be delighted
“Nearly 70 percent of people
to pass unwanted reads on to good
who took part in a recent stress
causes – helping to raise muchreduction study reported that
needed funds.”
reading before bed was, by far, the
Book donation points will be
biggest stress buster – more so than
available in-store at 14 Church
listening to music, drinking tea or
Street, Frodsham and 98 Chester
coffee, or going for a walk,” says
Road, Helsby; any books that
Mike Murray, Managing Director
are in good, clean condition are
at Land of Beds.
warmly welcomed.
“These findings also support the
“As a special thank you from
National Sleep Council’s research,
our team, everyone who makes a
which revealed one in three people
book donation will be entered into
who are in the habit of reading
a prize draw to win a book token
before bedtime sleep very well.
– courtesy of Land of Beds,” adds
‘We also know that bedtime
Mike.
reading has a very positive effect
National
Storytelling
Week
on young children – strengthening
begins on 27 January 2018.
family bonds and providing them
Organised by The Society for
with comfort, as well as quickening
Storytelling, its mission is the
their mastery of language.
promotion of the oral tradition of
‘That’s why this National
storytelling – the very first way of
Storytelling Week – as part of our
communicating life experiences
commitment to healthy lifestyles
and the creative imagination.

Christmas jumper day raises £130 for charity
CHILDREN at Frodsham CE Primary School raised £130 for Save the Children – just by wearing their Christmas jumpers.
They all wore their jumpers for £1 – and looked great.
Headteacher Simon Jones said: “It was wonderful to see our children showing the true meaning of Christmas and raising money for such a worthy cause.”
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WINTER SALE
NOW ON
IN-STORE AND ONLINE

GET THIS DOUBLE
DIVAN BASE AND
MATTRESS FROM ONLY

£15
PER MONTH

FREE

SILENTNIGHT
PILLOWS AND
DRAWER UPGRADE
WITH THIS BED

FRODSHAM SHOWROOM

14 Church Street, Frodsham, Cheshire WA6 6QL

t: 0800

158 4842

HELSBY SHOWROOM

98 Chester Road, Helsby, Cheshire WA6 0DW

w: www.landofbeds.co.uk
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The Sandstone Ridge – and why
Frodsham and Helsby must help protect it

The view from Helsby Hill

CHESHIRE’S Sandstone Ridge is one of the county’s most
distinctive landscapes, covering 230 sq km of rolling hills and
escarpments – and Frodsham and Helsby can lay claim to be
its northern gateway.
It attracts more than a million
sees town and parish councils in
visitors annually and it boasts
the area as key partners in their
449 listed buildings, six Iron Age
ongoing project.
hillforts and four castles.
Trust chairman Andrew Hull
Some 36,000 people live within
and project manager Ian Marshall
its area, it is the location for 1,000
outlined their ambitions for the
businesses and it offers views
project in a special presentation
across eight counties.
to Frodsham Town Council which,
The Sandstone Ridge Trust
they said, was the first to get
and partner organisations are
involved.
seeking to secure its long term
But in the coming year they hope
future for the enjoyment of present
to involve many more.
and
succeeding
generations
In late 2016, the Trust was
and the continuations of the
awarded Heritage Lottery Transition
multiple economic, health and
funding to explore how best to look
environmental benefits it provides.
after the Ridge, to promote and
But the Trust is an entirely
sustain the area’s qualities and
voluntary organisation and it
secure long-term financial and

community investment to create
an attractive environment in which
businesses and local communities
can thrive. Cheshire West and
Chester Council also contributed
to the project which runs until next
December.
Ideally, the Trust would like to
see the area designated an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty.
Key activities of the project
include:
• Involving local people and
groups and combining their
opinions and concerns with
evidence and policy analysis to
issues, needs and opportunities.
• Pulling together a Sandstone
Ridge “family” of stakeholders to
harness talent and commitment
and encourages everyone to get
involved.

• Creating a brand and identity
for the Ridge that strengthens
partnership working and helps
unlock
potential investment
opportunities.
• Joining up the efforts of partners,
agencies and administrators to
use resources to best effect.
The Sandstone Ridge Trust
stresses that the Ridge is a dynamic,
living rural landscape, shaped by
centuries of activity by farmers, and
foresters, estates, businesses and
communities and it will continue to
evolve in ways that cannot always
be predicted.
“Its special qualities cannot,
therefore, be taken for granted and
it is in everyone’s interest to work
together to look after the area so
that we may all continue to enjoy
its many benefits.”

View from Sandstone Trail on Bickerton Hill
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Lights, Camel,
Action!
IT was a Nativity Play with a difference at Frodsham Manor
House Primary School and Applebees Pre-School.
“Lights, Camel Action” followed
and some very funky camels.
the format of a Strictly Come
The Key Stage One performance
Dancing show, with tango dancing
ran for three sell-out performances
innkeepers, ballet dancing angels,
with parents voting it a superb
a disco dancing star of Bethlehem
show.

Smiles all around at Santa Dash

PUPILS, staff and parents enjoyed the annual “Santa Dash” and Christmas dinner day at Frodsham Manor House Primary School.
The event raised money for the school council’s charity of the year, the NSPCC.
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Snowfall inspires local snapper
THE recent snowfall which gave Frodsham and surrounding
areas a wintery look inspired local photographer Lynda
Hayney to get snapping.
Lynda, who along with other
On the 8th Adrian Lines presents
members of Frodsham & District
‘Altered Reality’ which sounds
Photographic Society have been
interesting and then on the 22nd
helping cover events for Frodsham
the Studio evening is an interactive
Life throughout the past year will
event with Lynda (whose images
be lead presenter at the Society’s
have been printed on the cover and
meeting on January 22nd.
grace this month’s issue) as the lead
The Society hopes readers have
presenter. Members also contribute
enjoyed a happy and healthy
to the January programme.
Christmas and a ‘not too merry’
The Showcase on 29th presents
Hogmanay! The Party at CP Arts
the work of three Members – one
Centre was a very entertaining
of the photographers has been
occasion with a hot-pot supper,
officially following various sports
puddings and of course table top
around matches including the
games and quizzes.
national Ladies football team and
A very competitive ‘Bar Skittles’
has some interesting anecdotes
was won by the Chairman’s table
and exciting images. A report next
with Marie Aldridge displaying a
month will include one of these.
canny skill!
As ever – Happy New Year and
The second half of the season
Good Health
beckons – remember only £17.50
For more details visit www.
for joining in January.
frodsham.photos
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CLASSIFIED
FREEPHONE
0800 955 5247
ACCOUNTANCY & SAGE TRAINING

WHY TRY TO BE A PAYE EXPERT?
Watkinson Black can provide a cost effective
payroll service, releasing you to concentrate on
your business. For further details please
phone: 01925 413210 or e-mail:
info@warringtonaccountants.co.uk (G*)

CARPET CLEANING

SIMPLY THE BEST CARPET CLEAN YOU
will ever have. Cleaners UK Ltd. Est 29 yrs.
Have your carpets & sofas beautifully deep
cleaned leaving them fresh smelling & colour
restored. Latest & best methods. Dry/steam.
Leather cleaning, oriental rug specialist.
Professional, reliable & affordable. For more
info call Neil Riley on 01925 264989 /
07831 336060 www.cleaners-uk.net
(J2/18)

Grey squirrel in the snow
at Castle Park

CHIROPODY

MOBILE

CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST

Miss Lesley Mathieson
M.INST. ChP, L.Ch.

For the treatment of all foot
conditions and orthotics
For home visits call 01928 733630
Registered with the Health Professions Council

(J6/17)

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

Snowman built by a young lady in the
grounds of Foxhill House

TRUST PROPERTY ELECTRICAL SERVICES.
NICEIC Part P Approved Contractor. All
Electrical work undertaken. Inspection and
testing and PAT testing. All work certified and
guaranteed. Call Tim on 07754409906
or 01925 601055
(G3/18)

HOME SERVICES

ATLAS

Your friendly local independent

PEST
CONTROL
Affordable, professional, guaranteed service.
Fully insured, fixed prices - no surprises once on site!

Discrete vehicles, no embarrassing signs

07999 487 925 / 01925 445 222
www.atlas4u.co.uk

(J6/18)

LADDERS

MORE THAN LOFT LADDERS, boarding,
lighting, ladders, hatches, roof lining and
insulation. Free written quotes. Tel: 01925
388462.
(G2/18)

MORTGAGES

INDEPENDENT MORTGAGE ADVICE.
For local, impartial and professional advice
on all aspects of mortgages contact Darren
Simpson at Amathus Financial Services
07708 975122 or 01925 399999 (G12/17)

Advertise in the
Classifieds
from as little as
£6 per month!
Call our
friendly team
now on

Trees in the snow on Frodsham Golf Course

0800 955
5247
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