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Editor’s Comment

Deadline for the 
August issue of 
Frodsham Life

is July 24

WE feel it is not our place to take sides in the debate over the 
future of Frodsham’s historic Goods Shed.

Certainly Frodsham has a 
parking problem and certainly 
something needs to be done about 
it, but whether making room for 
60 additional parking spaces by 
demolishing the Goods Shed is the 
answer is debateable.

So is the issue of whether parking 
charges should be introduced, 

CHAIRMAN of Frodsham Town 
Council Alan Oulton represented 
the town and council at the civic 
lunch in Chester attended by The 
Queen and Meghan, Duchess of 
Sussex.

Cllr Oulton stepped in to attend 
the event because the Mayor and 
Deputy Mayor were unavailable 
due to other commitments.

He said: “I was fortunate in 
being seated not too far from Her 
Majesty and the Duchess. It was 
an amazing experience that I will 
cherish forever.”

Cllr Oulton had an amusing 
footnote to the story:

“Fin, my youngest grandson, got 
slightly confused and informed his 
class and teacher: “The Queen is 
coming to my grandad’s house for 
dinner.”

but it would appear that is going 
to happen whether we like it or 
not and, in any case, we have 
previously voiced our opposition.

Right now, residents have the 
opportunity of influencing things 
by taking part in a consultation 
exercised launched, belatedly, by 
Cheshire West and Chester Council 
(CW&C) on whether the Goods 
Shed should be demolished.

We do not have much confidence 
in public consultations generally, 
and in this case we have less than 
usual.

CW&C has already stated that 
because of the tight timescales 
involved, they may have to submit 
a planning application before 
they know the outcome of the 
consultation. Hardly an indication 

they have open minds on the 
subject.

Nevertheless, whether for or 
against the demolition  of the 
building, we urge all residents 
to make their voices heard by 
taking part in the consultation. The 
important thing is that lots of people 
make their voices heard.

Public apathy is the only excuse 
CW&C will need to do what they 
want anyway.

Lunch with
the Queen

www.jpwbodyrepairs.co.uk
www.handlselfstore.co.uk
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THE former Mayor Of Frodsham Mallie Poulton, and the past 
chairman  of Frodsham Town Council  Cllr Judith Critchley 
recently attended a Royal Garden Party at Buckingham Palace, 
by invitation of The Queen.

Mr Poulton said: ‘’It was with 
great pride we were able to accept 
this kind invitation as recognition 
of the past Mayor’s  work 
and  the  chair’s  role in making 
the year a success for charities in 
and around Frodsham and further 
afield.

“To  be recognised in this way 
was humbling and as you can see 
by our photo we were right in the 
middle of things.

“We would like to thank all who 
made it possible, and those who 
supported our great year.’’

Former Mayor and 
chair of council attend 
Royal Garden Party

www.dreamdoors.co.uk
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Curtain to rise on the magic of Broadway
THE magic of Broadway is coming to Frodsham – an all singing, 
all dancing musical theatre tribute with a cast of 45 local 
talented adults and children.

The show will run at Frodsham 
Community Centre from August 16-
18, at 7.30pm each evening.

It will be a song and dance 
through some of the very best 
Broadway musicals to ever grace 
the stage.

Rehearsals have been ongoing 
since April and the cast have 
been having a great time 
learning modern musical theatre 
choreography to musical classics, 
as well as routines from currently 
popular productions.

Creative directors Kayleigh 

“Some of our cast are currently 
training at The Hammond School, 
along with others training in 
different musical theatre degree 
courses around the country, but 
everyone involved lives locally and 
so it is fantastic that they’re able to 
come on stage in Frodsham to show 
our audiences the kind of passion 
and talent that we have in the area, 
and why it’s so important that we 
continue to support community 

Strong and Joel Merry are upbeat 
about the show.

“We had a sell-out run of shows 
last year, and the amount of 
incredible feedback was beyond 
what we could have expected. 
This show is about trying to do 
something different with musical 
theatre songs that everyone knows 
and loves. 

“We’re working with a cast 
of young local performers who 
are in training, and are serious 
about pursuing careers either on 
Broadway or in the West End. 

theatre.”
The show features some of the 

very best songs from musicals such 
as Les Miserables, 42nd Street, The 
Greatest Showman, Miss Saigon, 
Wicked, On The Town..and more!

Among those taking part are 
Jasmine Brand, Jack Fletcher, 
Amelia Douggie, Sophia Bunning, 
Kayleigh Ann Strong, Emma 
Humphreys, Ciera Evans and Joel 
Merry.

www.ticketsource.co.uk/broadwaybound
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Vote for your high street shops
FRODSHAM councillor Lynn Riley is encouraging local people 
to nominate local shopping streets for the upcoming “Great 
British High Street Awards.”

Cllr Riley, leader of the 
Conservative opposition group 
on Cheshire West and Chester 
Council believes shopping streets 
in Frodsham and Helsby are worthy 

MEMBERS of Frodsham Town 
Council’s community committee are 
recommending moves to protect the 
council’s land assets.

They will recommend the full 
council to agree to register all 
council-owned land, except Ship 

months to find the funds to buy 
the land while registering with FIT 
provided contractual protection.

Cllr Judith Critchley was 
concerned that registering with FIT 
would tie future councils to long term 
maintenance costs.

of the title.
She said: “Our local high 

street is at the heart of our local 
communities, and this competition 
will celebrate the creativity of the 
many businesses which are so vital 
to preserving our high streets.

“Locally we are lucky to have 
such vibrant independent traders 
and Frodsham and Helsby are 
fantastic centres with a real 
community feel. 

“I would urge everyone to 
get involved in this important 
competition and encourage our 
communities to enter their high 
streets for the Great British High 
Street Awards 2018.”

The awards, sponsored by Visa, 
celebrate local achievements on  
high streets and are designed to 
encourage communities to share 
top tips to make their high streets 
a success, shining a light on great 
examples of how high streets can 
meet new challenges. 

Community teams, councils 
and trading associations can 
register their local high streets by 
visiting  thegreatbritishhighstreet.
co.uk. Members of the public can 
also register their high street.

The 26 shortlisted entries in the 
Champion High Street category 
and 12 Rising Stars will be 

announced in October. They will 
then go through to a public vote and 
be visited by a judging panel made 
up of industry leaders from across 
retail, property and business. 

Britain’s best high street will be 
announced in November, with the 
winner receiving a £10,000 cash 
prize for a local community project.

Street, with Cheshire West and 
Chester Council (CW&C) and with 
Fields in Trust.

The committee was told that 
registering land as assets of 
community value  with CW&C 
would give local communities   six 

Cllrs Mark Nield and Cllr Alan 
Oulton felt it was the council’s duty 
to protect as much land as possible.

The committee agreed to 
recommend that all council land, 
with the exception of Ship Street, be 
registered with both CW&C and FIT.

Council move to protect its own land

www.outdoorshows.co.uk
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Land of Beds honour team 
members at annual awards night

Land of Beds – Britain’s ‘Retail Family Business of the Year’ 
– have praised employees at their Staff Recognition Awards 
following another year of record-breaking sales.

2018 has been highly eventful 
for the Frodsham and Helsby-
based bed and mattress retailer, 
who have also branched out 
into Greater Manchester with the 
opening of a new showroom in 
Pemberton. The Family Director 
Team were keen to celebrate the 
business’ achievements in style – 
hosting a glittering awards night 
at Frodsham’s Mojito 88 Club on a 
glorious summer’s evening.

The occasion was made all 
the more special as it marked 
the ruby wedding anniversary of 
Directors Mike Murray Snr and his 
wife Maria. Their son, Managing 
Director Mike Jnr, paid tribute to his 
parents and the hard work of the 
whole team before revealing this 
year’s award winners.

The night’s top accolade – 
‘Employee of the Year’ – is voted 
for by every member of the team 
within the business, and it went to 
Nicola Shingler-Jolley, who was 
described by her colleagues as ‘an 
amazing person to work with’ and 
‘an asset to the company’.

Speaking on behalf of the 
Directors, Mike said: “Nicola has 
been a joy to work with over the 
last 12 months; she has really 
developed into an excellent, 
reliable and enthusiastic member of 
the team.

‘Her positive attitude around 
the place is infectious and she has 
become a great role model for her 
colleagues.”

As well as winning an award for 
her efforts, Nicola was also treated 
to a weekend away at a luxury log 

YEAR Five pupils from Frodsham 
Manor House Primary School were 
delighted to be named as winners 
of the “School in the Community” 
award at the Cheshire School 
Awards.

They enjoyed an afternoon at the 

FRODSHAM Inner Wheel Club 
raised £7,000 for charity as a 
result of fundraising over the last 
year.

President Moira Clow, charity 
chairman Teresa Mann and 
International chairman Michelle 
Heyes made presentations to 
representatives of Motor Neurone 
Disease and Medcare – the charities 

Brewhouse & Kitchen in Chester, 
where beers from across the globe 
are sampled during a two-hour 
tasting experience.

Finally, Sharron Yates was 
crowned ‘Rising Star’, and 
was credited for her ‘amazing 
organisational skills’ and for 
‘transforming financial recording 
procedures and the monitoring of 
company policies and contracts’.

Sharron was the proud recipient 
of both an award and two tickets 
to an ‘indulgent Champagne 
afternoon tea’ at Chester’s iconic 

cabin.
‘Outstanding Contribution’ 

winner Sam Mills was applauded 
for helping to diversify the business’ 
sales channels – leading to extra 
turnover and brand recognition 
– as well as making a significant 
contribution to the functionality of 
the company website. 

Along with his award, Sam was 
also presented with two tickets 
to a ‘Beer Masterclass’ at the 

awards ceremony at the Queens 
Hotel, Chester.

The award recognised 
the school’s inspiring local 
and international community 
involvement.

the club has been supporting.
The club would like to thank 

everyone who assisted them  
physically or financially or in gifting 
raffle prizes.

A spokesperson said: “The 
generous donations we made to 
these charities would not have 
been possible without the support 
we received from the community.”

Grosvenor Hotel.
Reflecting on the evening, Mike 

said: “Saying ‘thank you’ and 
‘well done’ is a huge part of our 
company culture; it was such a 
pleasure to see our team having fun 
with their colleagues and toasting 
each other’s success. 

‘It truly has been inspirational to 
see how they have all developed 
over the last 12 months, and I told 
them: ‘If we continue to care about 
each other and work hard for one 
another, then amazing things are 
going to happen!’”

Pictured left to right are Sharron Yates, Nicola Shingler-Jolley and Sam Mills, who were all singled out for special praise at Land of Beds’ 
Staff Recognition Awards 2018.

An ABBA tribute night at Frodsham Community Centre
one of the fundraising events Inner Wheel organised.

Community award for Manor 
House Primary

Inner Wheel club’s £7,000 
donations to charity
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Does Frodsham want to save historic Goods Shed?
A CONSULTATION exercise to gauge public opinion on the 
future of Frodsham’s historic Good Shed has been launched by 
Cheshire West and Chester Council (CW&C).

Residents have until Friday, July 
13 to submit their views – but the 
authority has warned that because 
of the tight timescales involved, 
it may be necessary for them to 
submit a planning application to 
demolish the Goods Shed  before 
the end of the consultation.

DW&C says car parking at 

“As a minimum, it is planned to 
surface and properly line the rough 
ground at the bottom of the car 
park but this alone will not meet the 
anticipated demand that has been 
identified in the council’s parking 
strategy,” the council states.

“It is therefore proposed to 
demolish the goods shed which 
would provide up to 60 additional 
parking spaces and improve the 
frontage to the station platform with 
attractive landscaping.”

Frodsham Station is becoming 
increasingly difficult and. with the 
imminent re-opening of the Halton 
Curve, the pressure on the car park 
will only increase.

The council is keen to seek 
solutions to maximise the number 
of available parking places at the 
station car park.

CW&C says it is keen to 
understand what local opinion is 
on this proposal.

But the council adds: “Due to 
the short timescales concerning the 
Halton Curve, CW&C may need 
to submit a provisional planning 
application for demolition before 
the end of the consultation.

“Please be assured that the 
council will take into account 
the outcome of the consultation 
before deciding whether or not to 
progress the application. Should 
the application be progressed 
there will be a further (statutory) 
consultation.”

More than three years ago, 
Frodsham Foundation – which was 
dissolved in March last year – put 
forward proposals to re-develop the 
Goods Shed – having been offered 
a 25-year lease on the building 
by CW&C, who own it.  But an 
application to the Heritage Lottery 
Fund for a grant to help fund the 
project was rejected so the scheme 
was never progressed.

At the time it was estimated cost 
of restoring the building would be 
around £1.3 million and a survey 
carried out by Frodsham Town 
Council indicated that 80 per cent 
of respondents would like to see the 
building renovated for public use.

Anyone who would like 
to comment on the current 
proposals should email parking@
cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk or 
write to Parking Services, 4 Civic 
Way, Ellesmere Port, CH65 OBE.

www.theparkroyal.co.uk
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Does Frodsham want to save historic Goods Shed?

FRODSHAM’s deputy Mayor, Cllr 
Liam Jones, has already given 
his response to the Goods Shed 
consultation.

He said: “I think, if the proposed 
plans were to go ahead, we will 
have missed a golden opportunity 
for Frodsham to add something 
great to our town, that could 
help our local economy and be a 
gateway to our town with the extra 
footfall from the Halton Curve.

“The proposals to create 60 

additional car parking spaces 
will only be a sticking plaster and 
not a long term solution to the car 
parking problem that we have.”

Cllr Jones said he would like to 
seen Cheshire West and Chester 
Council develop a plan to use 
the Goods Shed as a community, 
cultural, technology driven hub for 
the benefit of the community.

He said other parts of the 
borough, such as Neston and 
Northwich, had benefited from 

investment with new leisure 
facilities. He would like to see a fair 
share of investment in Frodsham.

Unfortunately, it seemed 
Frodsham was regarded as a “cash 
cow” through increased taxes but 
receiving no investment.

Cllr Jones added that the 
consultation was too late. The 
Halton Curve was due to open in 
December and the consultation 
should have been carried out last 
year.

Deputy Mayor has made up his mind

WHEN Paul Hazeldine was made 
redundant three years ago he 
decided to set up his own business 
– Hazeldine’s Home and Garden 
Maintenance.

But never in his wildest dreams 
did he expect it to grow as much 
as it has.

By the end of 2017 they were 
turning business away, having 
undertaken some superb projects 
for customers in addition to carrying 
out regular garden maintenance.

“We needed to make a decision,” 
said Paul. “Carry on turning people 
away or recruit a second team. We 
decided to do the latter.”

The decision coincided with 

Paul’s wife, Lindsay, also being 
made redundant so it was a “no 
brainer” said Paul. “Lindsay loves 
gardening, so it made sense to give 
it ago’. 

Together with Andy, a family 
friend, Lindsay and Andy are filling 
up the diary quickly.

Paul added: “We have such 
an array of customers, from small 
gardens to large properties and 
businesses. Many people need 
more than a fortnightly mow and 
hoe. We’ve installed greenhouse 
bases, patios, raised beds, restored 
patios, painted fences, cleaned 
ponds, repaired shed roofs and 

built gazebos.”
Lindsay said: ‘It has been such a 

refreshing change to work outdoors 
and to meet Paul’s customers. It 
can be quite hard at times but the 
reward in leaving a garden nice 
and tidy is great. Paul is a great 
boss too – who could ask for more?’ 

Hazeldine Home and Garden 
is based nearby in Daresbury 
and serve Stockton Heath, 
Appleton, Hatton, Moore, Lymm, 
Sandymoor and surrounding 
villages. If you think you could 
use their services you can email 
hazeldinehomeandgarden@gmail.
com or call 01928742830 and 
leave a message.

Keeping it in the family

www.hazeldinehomeandgarden.co.uk


10 www.frodshamlife.co.uk July 2018

The five students – all currently in 
Year 12 – will represent the Sixth 
Form both within the school and out 
in the wider community.

Sixth Form director Ian Duffell 
said: “We are all really looking 
forward to working with such 
a talented and dedicated team 
of Head Students, and with the 
outstanding wider leadership 
group of Year 12 students who are 
taking up roles to further develop 
the Sixth Form in crucial areas 
such as teaching and learning and 
mental health. 

“We are privileged to have 
such a high calibre cohort of 
student leaders here in Helsby 
Sixth Form and I know that they 
will be working hard to support 
and inspire students throughout the 
school over the coming year.”

A PARTY of 44 students and five teachers from Helsby High School spent 
four days in northern France – just five minutes from a sandy beach.

The Year 8  pupils were encouraged to try out their language skills 
during the stay.

A highlight of the trip was a visit to a boulangerie where the baker 
demonstrated  how he bakes baguettes every night. 

The pupils then had a go at making their own pains au chocolat and 
croissants. 

They visited a market, enjoyed a picnic on the beach and played “crazy 
golf.” 

Pupils had differing views on a visit to a snail farm, learning about their 
life cycles and then sampling them. Some purchased gifts to take home for 
their families -. jars of pickled snails and snail soup! 

A walk in the woods enabled pupils to build a shelter using rope, 
tarpaulin, logs and twigs.

Pupils found a visit to a World War 1 cemetery at Etaples very moving  
and two boys were able to look up the names of their great grandfather 
and great uncle in the directory, from which they could locate and visit 
their graves. It was a very special moment.

Head students’ team takes up its duties
A NEW team of Head Students 
has taken up its duties at 
Helsby High School’s Sixth 
Form.

High school pupils’ visit to France

www.disabilityawarenessday.org.uk
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FOURTEEN girls from Cheshire took part in the Miss Cheshire 
Great Britain contest – organised by Frodsham mother and 
daughter Tricia Liedl and Laura Wenton.

The event drew big crowds at the 
Best Western Forest Hills Hotel.

Winner of the Miss Cheshire Title 
was Brittany Feeney from Ellesmere 
Port and runner-up was Emma 
Nelson, from Helsby, a Pilates 
instructor who also works at the 
Vintage Teapot tearoom at Lady 
Hayes.

The winner now goes forward 
to the Miss Great Britain final at 
Leicester in September

Tricia and Laura are both former 
beauty queens – Laura was in the 
finals of Miss Great Britain last 
year – so were able to ensure the 
evening  went well.

In fact, Tricia also provided some 
of the entertainment singing with 
her own jazz group, the Tricia Liedl 
Quartet.

There was also dancing from 
members of the LA Stage Academy 
and one girl, Amelia Person, aged 
eight, sang “Where is Love” from 
“Oliver” – the first time she had 
ever sung in public.

A poem  was read by comic 
entertainer John Gorman – formerly 
of The Scaffold – and compere was 
former TV comedian Bob Carolgees 
– without his famed puppet Spit the 
Dog!

Cheshire beauties bring a touch of 
glamour to town

Daughter, Laura Wenton (left) and mother, Tricia Liedl organised the event.

Runner-up Emma Nelson from Helsby. Miss Cheshire.

Runner-up Emma Nelson. Winner Brittany Feeney. Bob Carolgees.

Pictures: Lynda Haney
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Golf club’s 
£18,000 fundraiser
MEMBERS of Helsby Golf Club held their annual fundrasing 
“Wheelchair Classic” charity fundraiser- and raised just over 
£18,000.

There was a golf competition 
with approximately 160 players, 
a meal and then the highlight was 
the presentation of wheelchairs 
in the evening to deserving local 
youngsters.  

Actor Ricky Tomlinson was on 
hand to present the chairs and 
much laughter was had. 

Finally a raffle and charity 
auction took place.

The wheelchairs were 
presented to Declan Maynock 
aged 18 from Holmes Chapel, 
Charlie Holmes aged four from 
Stone, Freya Boothman aged 
eight from Frodsham, Bethany 
Stocker aged 16 from Northwich 
and Connor Webb aged 16 

A RESOLUTION calling on 
Frodsham Town Council to offer 
land in Ship Street for allotments 
and “non-commercial” ventures 
is to be put to a Town Meeting 
on Saturday, July 7.

The resolution, proposed by 
Mr I Blake, suggests the land 
could be used for allotments for 
town residents.

It suggests the tenancy could 
be held by a not-for-profit group 
who would manage the land for 
a period to be agreed and then 
reviewed.

The Town Meeting is due to be 
held at the Parish Hall, Church 
Street.

It is due to start at 12 noon, 
when residents can meet 
informally with Town Council and 
other Town group representatives 
on matters of interest to the town, 
including the Neighbourhood 
Plan, play, crime, community 
development, planning and 

A GROUP of drama students from Helsby High School will be performing 
at Liverpool Everyman Theatre later this month.

They were invited to the theatre following a visit to the school by 
directors and producers from the Work Bard, Play Bard project to work 
with a group of Year 9 and Year 10 students, hand-picked from lessons.

The youngsters prepared their interpretation of Shakespeare’s “Othello” 
and took part in a two-hour workshop exploring the themes and issues 
of the play.

They will be performing their Work Bard production at the Everyman 
and friends and families will be able to go and watch in action, managed 
by the professional team at the theatre. The performance will also benefit 
from the lighting and sound designers’ expertise.

from Widnes.
The youngsters were joined on 

the night by their parents, family 
and friends and the presentation of 
the chairs brought the total for the 
appeal to 376.

Golfing honours on the day for 
the men went to Steve Cunniffe and 
Rordan Douse and for the women, 
mother and daughter duo, Kath 
and Julia Wilkinson.

The Powered Wheelchair Appeal 
paid tribute to main event sponsor 
Jigsaw Law and the Ellesmere Port 
Lions for their hole sponsorshi and 
thanked all their supporters and 
local businesses for their generosity 
in helping to raise such a fantastic 
amount.

community activities.
The meeting has been called 

by the Town Council, but it is not 
a council meeting and is intended 
to give electors from Frodsham an 
opportunity to raise issues with the 
council and other organisation.

A formal meeting will start at 1pm 
when the minutes of the Annual 
Town Meeting held in March will 
be noted and the council’s annual 
report will be presented.

It is during the formal meeting 
that the resolution regarding 
the Ship Street land be used for 
allotments will be tabled.

The council has suggested the 
land be sold for housing – and the 
meeting will receive a presentation 
from the Weaver Vale Housing Trust 
on their proposals for the land if 
they were to purchase it.

Also on the agenda is an item to 
discuss possible uses for the capital 
receipts if the land were sold.

The wheelchair presentation party including Ricky Tomlinson, the youngsters and their 
families, Powered Wheelchair chairman Steve Cunniffe, club president Peter Duffy, 

captain Graham Poland and lady captain Barbara Prince.

Allotments proposal for
Ship Street land

Drama students to perform on stage

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cheshire-Gold-Xchange-Stockton-Heath/264876246912764
www.cssalarmscheshire.co.uk
www.kpdservices.co.uk
www.helsbygolfclub.org
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Indian school party visits 
Frodsham

A GROUP of pupils and staff from an Indian school paid a visit 
to Frodsham Manor House School as part of programme of 
international community links.

The four pupils and two teachers 
from the Red Roses School, near 
Delhi, stayed with host families in 
Frodsham.

During their stay they visited 

A FIVE-year-old Frodsham boy 
completed a 27-mile bike ride to 
help raise money for a multi-use 
games area at his school.

Bruce O’Donoghue is in the 
Reception class at Frodsham 
Manor House Primary School and 
completed the sponsored cycle ride 

Chirk Castle, Colwyn Bay, Chester 
Zoo and London, as well as taking 
part in a wide range of school 
activities.

along the Wirral Way with his Dad.
They raised a total of £750 

towards the games area which is 
currently being built.

He received a hearty “well 
done” from fellow pupils, staff and 
parents.

Bruce cycled 27-miles for school 
play area

www.247print.net
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Local solicitors in expansion move
FRODSHAM-based Rowlinsons Solicitors have opened a new 
office in Sutton Weaver – the largest expansion of the firm 
since it was founded in 1980.

The firm’s main office will remain 
at Church Street in Frodsham and 
will continue to offer a full range of 
legal services and the movement 
of staff to Sutton Weaver will also 
increase the amount of meeting 
space available to clients.

It also increases the number of 
free parking spaces the firm is able 

ourselves close to capacity for some 
time now and the chance to take on 
these superb office facilities just a 
few miles away was an opportunity 
we didn’t want to miss. About half 
of our staff will move to the new 
offices, which allows us substantial 
room for growth, but we remain 
committed to our Frodsham office 
and the local community.”

Tom Parkinson, director and 
head of property commented: 

to offer.
The modern office facilities 

located on Clifton Road will allow 
room for further expansion over 
the next few years as the practice 
invests in further recruitment across 
all areas of law.

Managing director Andrew 
Graves said: “We had found 

“We are always looking for ways 
to improve the service we offer to 
clients and the working environment 
we provide for our staff. Whilst we 
anticipate the majority of client 
meetings will continue to take place 
in Frodsham we are happy to see 
clients by appointment at Sutton 
Weaver and look forward to an 
exciting 2018 as we continue to 
grow and develop the firm.”

THE huge fire which broke out 
on Helsby Hill at the peak of the 
heatwave started accidentally.

This has been confirmed by 
Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service.

But fire crews from a wide 
area had to battle for hours 
to extinguish the blaze, which 
involved gorse bushes and tinder-
dry grass.

Smoke from the fire was visible 
for miles across Cheshire and 
Merseyside.

While it was not as serious 
as the peat fires which have 
devastated miles of moorland 
in Lancashire, it was a serious 
incident – and a warning that 
people should ensure they do 
nothing that could spark off fire 
during a sustained period of hot, 
dry weather.

The fire service issued the 

KINGSLEY Players have won a 
record 16 nominations for this 
year’s Cheshire Theatre Guild 
awards, which will be presented in 
Macclesfield next month.

Each of the group’s four 
productions over the last year have 
received nominations – with six of 
them going to their youth theatre 
group.

Acting and non-acting behind the 
scenes roles have been recognised.

The group’s main production of 
the year, “Goodnight Mr Tom,” 
which was staged in October, 
has won awards for best director, 

Jake Powell and Alex Dedman, 
best young actress, for Maddison 
Withey, most promising young 
actress, for Ruby Taylor and Eleanor 
Roberts, most promising actor, for 
Max Houghton,  and best costume.

The Players’ pantomime, 
“Cinderella” has been nominated 

for Malcolm Barker and Laura 
Williams, best actor, for Dylan 
White, best supporting actress, 
Holly Bolland, best supporting 
actor, for Carlo Marson, best young 
actor, for Matthew Betteridge 
and Ben Mather Dodd and best 
properties. 

As a result, the Players have been 
invited to present excerpts from the 
play at the awards ceremony.

The nominations for Kingsley 
Players Youth Theatre are for their 
production of “Arabian Nights” in 
March.

These include best director, for 

for best costume and for best 
lighting and sound, and Phil Murray 
is nominated for best supporting 
actor in “A Bunch of Amateurs”

Kingsley Players’l next production 
will be in  October -  an adaptation 
of “Pride and Prejudice.

following advice:
• Avoid lighting open fires in the 

countryside
• Do not leave bottles or glass in 

woodlands
• Keep  children and ball games 

away from barbecues
• Extinguish cigarettes and other 

smoking materials properly
• Only use barbecues in suitable 

and safe areas and never leave 
them unattended

• Never throw cigarette ends out 
of car windows - they can ruin 
whole fields of crops

• Ensure that barbecues fully 
extinguished and cold before 
disposing of the contents

• Sunlight shining through glass 
can start large fires - take glass 
bottles/jars home or put them 
in a waste or recycling bin

Helsby Hill fire – a warning of 
what could happen

Players will record 16 nominations for drama awards

The cast of last year’s “Goodnight Mr Tom.”
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CLASSIFIED
FREEPHONE
0800 955 5247

HOME SERVICES

ATLAS
Your friendly local independent

pest controllers

Affordable, professional, guaranteed service.
Fully insured, �xed prices - no surprises once on site!
Discrete vehicles, no embarrassing signs
07999 487 925 / 01925 445 222

www.atlas4u.co.uk

SUMMER SPECIALS:

WASP
CONTROL

INVASIVE
BEE

CONTROL
£49 £65

(J6/19)

Advertise in the 
Classifi eds

from as little as 
£6 per month!

Call our 
friendly team 

now on

0800 955 
5247

CHIROPODY

MOBILE
CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST

M.INST. ChP, L.Ch.

For the treatment of all foot
conditions and orthotics

For home visits call 01928 733630
Registered with the Health Professions Council

Miss Lesley Mathieson

(J6/18)

LADDERS
MORE THAN LOFT LADDERS, boarding, 
lighting, ladders, hatches, roof lining and 
insulation. Free written quotes. Tel: 01925 
388462.  (G*)

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
TRUST PROPERTY ELECTRICAL SERVICES. 
NICEIC Part P Approved Contractor. All 
Electrical work undertaken. Inspection and 
testing and PAT testing. All work certifi ed and 
guaranteed. Call Tim on 07754409906 
or 01925 601055 (G*)

ACCOUNTANCY & SAGE TRAINING
WHY TRY TO BE A PAYE EXPERT? 
Watkinson Black can provide a cost effective 
payroll service, releasing you to concentrate on 
your business. For further details please 
phone: 01925 413210  or  e-mail: 
info@warrington accountants.co.uk (G*)

MORTGAGES
INDEPENDENT MORTGAGE ADVICE. 
For local, impartial and professional advice 
on all aspects of mortgages contact Darren 
Simpson at Amathus Financial Services 
07708 975122 or 01925 399999 (G*)

A1 STAINBUSTERS. A Warrington company 
cleaning carpets, hard fl oors, Upholstery 
(Leather + fabric) and curtains in situ. FREE 
quotes for domestic and commercial. Approved 
carpet cleaners for Hancock and Woods for 
over 10 years. Call John on 01925 852088 
or 07765 314080 (J10/18)

CARPET CLEANING

SIMPLY THE BEST CARPET CLEAN YOU 
will ever have. Cleaners UK Ltd. Est 29 yrs. 
Have your carpets & sofas beautifully deep 
cleaned leaving them fresh smelling & colour 
restored. Latest & best methods. Dry/steam. 
Leather cleaning, oriental rug specialist. 
Professional, reliable & affordable. For more 
info call Neil Riley on 01925 264989 / 
07831 336060 www.cleaners-uk.net  
 (J2/19)

Frodsham’s oldest 
resident dies at 105

FRODSHAM’S old resident, former fireman John Miller, has 
died aged 105.

His funeral took place at St 
Laurence Church and his hearse 
was escorted by a vintage fire 
engine.

The Mayor, Cllr Lord Frank 
Pennington, former Mayor Mallie 
Poulton, ex- council chairman Cllr 
Judith Critchley and the present 
chairman Cllr Alan Oulton – himself 
a former fireman – have all sent 
condolences and sympathy to Mr 
Miller’s family.

Mr Miller is believed to have 
been the oldest retired firefighter in 

the country.
When he celebrated his 100th 

birthday, he visited Frodsham Fire 
Station and was given a standing 
ovation by firefighters.

He had dreamed of being a 
fireman from the age of 10 after 
seeing local crews battle a blaze 
that wiped out trees on Overton 
Hill.

But his most memorable time was 
during World War 2 when he and 
other local firefighters were drafted 
into Liverpool to fight fires caused 

by the Nazi bombers who blitzed 
the city.

He was also once transferred 
to Bournemouth to support local 
firefighters at a time when a 
Nazi invasion was thought to be 
imminent.

Mr Miller continued as a 
firefighter after the war, rising to 
the rank of sub-office and  retiring 
in 1963.

He and his wife, Margery, who 
died in 1973, had two sons and a 
daughter, seven grandchildren and 
six great grandchildren.

Picture: Lynda Haney

John Miller with former Mayor, Mallie Poulton.
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