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Editor’s Comment

Deadline
for the July

issue of 
Frodsham 

Life
is June 25

IT is ironic, given that only a few months ago there was talk of 
reducing the size of Frodsham Town Council from 16 members 
to 12, that last month’s elections almost did that!

The council has been left with 
just 13 members and will have to 
decide what to do about it!

Co-option is the obvious, if not 
exactly satisfactory,  solution. It 
would mean that only four members 
of the council had, this year, 
actually been voted into office by 
the electorate.  In the absence of 
any by-elections, this would remain 
the case for the next four years.

But nevertheless, the guidance 
from the National Association of 
Local Councils (NALC) is that co-
option should be attempted as soon 

as possible
The reason there was ever any 

suggestion of reducing the size of 
the council was to save money, so 
it is possible this could be raised 
again. We don’t know what the 
saving would be, but venture to 
suggest it wouldn’t be much.

In any case, Cheshire West and 
Chester Council would have to 
approve a reduction in the size of 
the council.

As things stand, three of 
Frodsham’s four wards are 
represented by three councillors 
and one by four. But a study of 
other councils shows this is not 
unusual and in any case there is 
little, if anything, to suggest that 
such an anomaly puts any part of 

the town at a disadvantage.
We think the council should still 

have 16 members. All too often 
committee meetings have to be 
postponed or cancelled because 
not enough members turn up and a 
smaller  number of councillors will 
surely mean that will happen more 
often.

Co-option may not be the ideal 
solution but it seems the best option 
available – and it is fair to say that 
some of the most able councillors 
to serve Frodsham in recent times 
were co-opted.

Whether or not it will be 
any easier to find three people 
prepared to be co-opted than it was 
to find election candidates remains 
to be seen.

www.jpwbodyrepairs.co.uk
www.handlselfstorage.co.uk
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Liam becomes town’s youngest Mayor
LIAM Jones became the youngest ever councillor at Frodsham 
when he joined the Town Council in 2015.

Now he has become the town’s 
youngest-ever Mayor – taking over 
from Cllr Lord Frank Pennington, the 
council’s longest-serving member, 
who has just completed his second 
term and was, in fact, Frodsham’s 
first-ever Mayor.

Cllr Jones, aged 23. has lived in 
Frodsham since 1998 and attended 
Weaver Vale Primary School and 
Helsby High School. He represents 
Overton and Five Crosses ward.

He now works as a CAD 
architect assistant for Randle White 
Ltd, Warrington.

During the past 12 months, he 
has served as Deputy Mayor.

Cllr Caroline Ashton, who 
also represents Overton and Five 
Crosses ward,  has been installed 
as the new Deputy Mayor

Cllr Alan Oulton has been re-
elected chairman of the council.

www.amathusfs.com
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Land of Beds team tackle Three 
Peaks for mental health charity
Climbing one mountain in a day is gruelling enough, but three 
in twelve hours is a monstrous challenge.

So, good luck to the twelve 
members of staff from Land of Beds 
who are undertaking the Three 
Peaks Challenge, tackling three of 
the highest summits in Yorkshire on 
June 29th. 

The challenge is to raise money 
for mental health charity Platform 
for Life, which helps families build 
better lives.

Currently in training mode, the 
team will be completing a route 
of 24 miles, which includes 5200 
feet of ascent. That kind of schedule 
would be gruelling enough in one 
week but to complete in twelve 
hours is a huge challenge, which 
is why the team at Land of Beds 
are hoping to raise a significant 
amount for their chosen charity.

‘As a family business, we think 
it’s really important to help other 
families in the local community,’ 
says managing director Michael 
Murray, whose grandfather 
founded Land of Beds forty years 
ago.

‘We debated several different 
charities but selected Platform for 
Life because of the increasing 
awareness on positive mental 
health nowadays. They help local 
families going through traumatic 
experiences and provide critical 
intervention. It’s such an important 
topic.

We’re currently in training mode, 
so we’ve been hitting the Sandstone 
Trail a few times a week after work, 
and in June we’re walking up 
Snowdon. The team may complain 
about the blisters, but it will be 

worth it for this amazing charity.’
Parenting can be a difficult time, 

and Platform for Life helps build 
stable and happy families. They 
focus on counselling and other 
interventions to minimise stress and 
adversity to children.

‘And the team will definitely be 

looking forward to their beds when 
they finish,’ adds Mike. ‘It will be a 
well-deserved rest indeed.’

To donate, visit Wonderful.org 
and search Land of Beds.

Link www.wonderful.org/
fundraiser/landofbeds-64058741

www.cheshirerelocation.co.uk
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28th Disability Awareness Day set 
to be a cracker!

THE 28th annual Disability Awareness Day at Walton Hall 
Gardens on Sunday, July 14, is set to be a cracker.

More than 25,000 visitors are 
expected to attend this year’s 
DAD, the world’s largest not-for-
profit, voluntary-led, pan-disability 
exhibition, which will once again 
be hosted at Walton Hall Gardens. 
Organisers Warrington Disability 
Partnership is proud to announce 
their new joint principal sponsors, 
Expanse Learning Group and 
Harry Fairclough Construction. 

A huge tented village will house 
over 220 exhibitors - including 
equipment suppliers; transport; 
holidays; leisure and employment 
providers; and support groups and 
services - is set to attract visitors 
to travel from all over the UK and 
beyond. Inclusive Arts is just one 
of the highlights, plus a free fully 
accessible Sports Zone with have-
a-go events, and a main arena and 
children’s rides and entertainment.  

Checkout the website for details 
on the free accessible Park and Ride 
service, plus a free bus service from 
Warrington Bus Interchange, British 
Sign Language (BSL) interpreters, 
scooter / wheelchair loans.

The big day on Sunday, July 
14, from 10am to 5pm - will be a 
fitting finale to a week comprising a 
variety of complementary daytime 
and evening events to savour, 
including:
Tuesday 9th July

6.15pm – 9.30pm Frogtastic in 

Performance Group, one of the 
UK’s leading inclusive drama 
groups will be performing thrilling 
and entertaining songs from their 
recent productions. Adult tickets 
£8.00 and children’s tickets £5.00 
from The Ella Team on 01928 
713877 or Kate 01925 240064. 
Thursday 11th July 

6pm- 9.30pm – Children’s Party 
in the Park - Arts Marquee, Walton 
Gardens: Warrington Wolves 
Foundation & Warrington Disability 
Partnership present a fun filled 
evening for disabled children/
young people, their families and 
friends. Sports, Arts, Dance, chill 
out and fun areas. Free admission: 

the Park - Arts Marquee, Walton 
Gardens: Featuring fantastic 
Tribute Artists ‘Robbie Williams / 
UB40 / The 80’s & Swing’ plus 
special guests including DJ’s from 
the famous Frogtastic Club Night. 
Come and enjoy a great evening 
of Live Music, Dance Floor and 
Licenced Bar, bring your own 
food. Advanced Tickets £6.00 call 
07875 142233 or online at www.
ldok.net/shop, £8 on the door.  
Wednesday 10th July 

7pm – 10pm - “Ella’s Summer 
Time Special” - Arts Marquee, 
Walton Gardens: The Ella 

Contact Craig 01925 248894.  
Friday 12th July

7.30pm - 11.30pm DAD Mega 
Quiz Night, Charity Auction with 
Hot Food

Arts Marquee, Walton Gardens: 
Teams of up to 8 people, hundreds 
of £’s worth of prizes, fun quiz, 
great food, licensed bar and a 
charity auction. Tickets £8.00 
(includes hot food). Contact Kate 
on 01925 240064.

For more details on exhibiting 
or attending #DAD2019 and 
‘DAD Week’ events, please contact 
Warrington Disability Partnership 
on 01925 240064 or visit www.
disabilityawarenessday.org.uk

www.disabilityawarenessday.org.uk
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Frodsham man wins legal battle for right 
to be a police officer

A FRODSHAM man who was turned down when he applied 
to join Cheshire Police will now be able to join the force as a 
student police officer.

An agreement has been reached 
between lawyers representing 
Matthew Furlong and the police. 
The 25-year-old will achieve his 
dream of joining the force in 
September.

Earlier this year, Mr Furlong 
– whose father is a detective 
inspector with Cheshire Police – 
took a claim of discrimination to 
an employment tribunal, under 
Section 13 of the Equality Act 
2010 on the grounds he had been 
discriminated against because he 
was a white, heterosexual male 
without disability. The tribunal ruled 
in his favour.

It is believed to have been the 
first case of its kind.

Jennifer Ainscough, an 
employment lawyer at Slater and 
Gordon who represented Mr 
Furlong, said: “We are pleased 
to confirm that settlement terms 
have been agreed with Cheshire 
Constabulary and as of September 
14, Matthew will be starting work 
as a student police officer with the 
force.

“Positive action is an incredibly 
important tool to aid diversity in 
the workforce but this case is a 
reminder that it must be applied 
correctly to ensure that employers 
still recruit candidates based on 
merit above all else.

“Matthew was an exceptional 
candidate who I am sure will be an 
exceptional police officer and we 
wish him every success in his future 
career.”

Cheshire Constabulary said 

it had fully reviewed its Police 
Constable recruitment process 
following the ruling.

The case related to the 
2017/18 police officer recruitment 
process and the Constabulary’s 
interpretation of the Equality Act 
2010. It was in this particular 
recruitment process that, for the 
first time, measures were applied 
to the final stages of the process 
under section 159 (positive action 
in recruitment), with the interview 
process leading to a pass/fail 
outcome at interview rather than 
the scoring mechanism previously 
used.

The force treated all candidates 
who passed the interview process 
(the final stage of a multi-staged 
recruitment process) of equal 
merit. In this case the intake was 
oversubscribed, and a number of 
criteria were applied. Candidates 
who met one or more of these 
criteria were offered places first.

Deputy Chief Constable, Julie 
Cooke said: “We have reflected 
on our interpretation of the Act and 
thoroughly reviewed our practices 
to ensure that we comply with it.

“We accept the findings of the 
tribunal and have looked very 
carefully at our entire recruitment 
practice. Action has been taken 
to change some of our processes 
and take account of the hearing’s 
result. It is important for us, and 
for candidates, that the recruitment 
process is fair and transparent and 
that all candidates are treated in a 
fair and consistent manner.

“However, I would like to stress 
that these processes were put in 
place with the best of intentions 
to attract candidates from diverse 
communities, and at no time 
were the standards of our recruits 
reduced.”

The interview process now 
follows the College of Policing 
scoring guidelines and is based on 
the four values of the Competency 
and Values Framework (CVF) and is 
no longer based on a pass or fail.

The Constabulary’s recruitment 
process now applies positive 
action where there is a tie-breaker 
situation and two candidates are 

of equal merit and score the same 
at interview. This is not applied in 
volume recruitment processes.

Matthew has since accepted an 
offer of a job with the Constabulary 
and will be joining the organisation 
as a student officer in September.

DCC Cooke added: “We have 
a public-sector equality duty to 
take action to address under-
representation, which continues to 
be a challenge in Cheshire. We will 
take positive action to achieve a 
workforce that truly represents our 
communities in accordance with 
the Equality Act.”

PAST Mayor Mallie Poulton, with the help of outgoing Mayor Cllr Lord Frank 
Pennington helped launch The Caroline Poulton Ward 47 Heart Monitor 
Appeal For The Countess Of Chester Hospital recently.

The Cllr Lord Pennington kicked off the appeal with a Personal Donation 
Of £50.

The Launch was held at The Red Bull, Kingsley.
Charlie Reader provided the entertainment and The Fund ended up with 

£350.
Cllr Poulton said: “Thank you to everyone who supported the event. 

There’s a long way to go and many more events to come, with something 
for everyone.”

Former Mayors launch heart 
monitor appeal

www.fdrlaw.co.uk
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THE long-awaited Halton Curve rail link is open and running 
for two-way traffic for the first time since 1975 – and the North 
Cheshire Rail Users Group (NCRUG) have been hailed as the 
“real heroes” of the achievement.

Almost without exception, people 
have welcomed  the re-opened 
line and what it means in terms of 
improved travel between Frodsham, 
Helsby and Liverpool.

But Cllr Andrew Dawson, who 
was aboard the first commuter train,  
while celebrating the re-opening 
of the link has given it only “two 
cheers.”

He found the 07:16 train 
“painfully slow.” It was timetabled 
to get to Liverpool from Frodsham 
in 43 minutes when the usual time 
from Runcorn to Liverpool Lime Street 
takes around 20 minutes.

His homeward journey was 
timetabled to take 28 minutes.

The difference, apparently, was 
that the “slow” train came from 
Wrexham while the quicker return 
journey terminated at Chester.

Cllr Dawson said “I’ve given 
it two, not three cheers.   This is 
because the Wrexham-Liverpool 
service (twice a day) needs to be 
much faster.   The Chester-Liverpool 
services do run faster.  

while.”
To formally mark the re-opening 

a celebration event, organised by 
the North Cheshire Community Rail 
Partnership, North Cheshire Rail 
Users Group, Castle Park Trust and 
Cheshire West & Chester Council, 
was held at Castle Park.

The Mayor of Frodsham, Cllr Liam 
Jones together with junior mayors 
Emily and Bailey, opened the event 
as they untied the ribbon on the 
gates surrounding the relocated and 
refurbished semaphore signals and 

MEMBERS of Frodsham’s World War 1 Commemoration Group are busy 
finalising plans for their last two events before the group disbands following 
the centenary of the Peace Celebrations.

As plans developed for the commemoration of events held nationally in 
July 1919, the group was eager to involve the community in its programme 
and, after considering various options, decided to hold inter-school sports 
for pupils from Frodsham’s four primary schools and to arrange musical 
performances for the residents of the town’s four care homes.

The Inter-School Sports will be held in conjunction with the annual Festival 
in the Park being organised by Frodsham & Helsby Rotary Club on Sunday 
July 7..  The children’s races will take place from 13.30 to 14.30 at Top 
Field, Castle Park.

The group is also taking part in the festival and hopes to welcome visitors 
to its stall.

A full programme of performances at the residential homes is nearing 

“I’ve also marked it down because 
I had to have a physical ticket to travel 
from Frodsham and on to my office in 
Birkenhead as the Merseyrail system 
can’t use the paperless tickets.  Even 
more frustrating was that the paper 
ticket didn’t operate the Merseyrail 
barriers either.”

Others also discovered a number 
of anomalies which, it is hoped will 
prove to be early teething troubles 
only.

New Mayor of Frodsham Cllr 
Liam Jones said an off-peak return 
fare from Frodsham to Liverpool was 
£5.60 on the train, but if you bought 
a ticket from the ticket machine on 
the platform it was £12.50.

NCRUG member Ian Whitley 
said: “There are a few issues with 
ticket machines giving out wrong 
fares, etc., for the Liverpool service 
but I believe it is getting sorted.

“Best to buy tickets on the train.  
Fifteen million has been put aside 
for ticket machine upgrades, but that 
won’t go far so I doubt if Helsby and 
Frodsham will see any change for a 

levers from the Halton Curve line.
Following this the first chair of 

the founding North Cheshire Rail 
Users group, Rosemary Heeley, 
gave a short speech thanking 
everyone involved then Rosemary 
and current chairman Mark Warren 
cut the Halton Curve decorated cake 
before handing out slices of cake 
to the many people gathered in the 
conservatory for the occasion.

Pictures show the Mayor and 
junior mayors cutting the opening 
ribbon and Rosemary and Mark.

completion.
Group member Pammi Taylor said: “It has been quite a journey from 

the inception of our Group in 2013.  Researching and organising events 
involving the community has been hard work, but satisfying, and also a 
learning experience for us.  Knowing that these are our final events is very 
emotional.  We are grateful to the head teachers and staff of the four primary 
schools and the Rotary Club for their help in arranging the sports event.  

“A few volunteers are still needed to act as marshals.  We now hope 
that good weather will stay with us for the day.  Our thanks also go to 
Frodsham and District Choral Society and Kath Povall for their support of the 
programme for care homes and we also appreciate the co-operation of the 
staff of the four homes.”

Call Pammi Taylor on 01928 731932 for further information and to 
volunteer as marshals for the Sports.

‘Two cheers’ for the re-opening of 
the Halton Curve

World War 1 Commemoration Group make final plans

Pictures: Lynda Haney
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HELSBY High School has received not one, but two, accolades  
for its GCSE results last year.

First, it received an “Educational 
Outcomes” award from the 
Schools, Students and Teachers 
(SSAT) Network – England’s largest 
and longest standing network of 
secondary schools.

This recognised the fact that 
Helsby’s 2018 GCSE results were 
in the top 20 per cent of non-
selective schools nationally for 
attainment.

Then came praise from Schools’ 
Minister Nick Gibb for the fact that 
85 per cent of last year’s Year 11 
cohort were entered for a GCSE 
in Modern Foreign Languages, 
placing the school in the top 10 per 
cent of schools in this respect.

Mr Gibb said: “Your school’s 
impressive GCSE language 
entries means you are providing  
pupils with a firm foundation of 
linguistic knowledge, broadening 
their horizons and enabling  them 

joining the school this September 
and a recent SSAT award for the 
school recognising its ‘Climate 
for Learning’, these accolades 
highlight the strength and success 

PUPILS from Frodsham Manor  House Primary School have been making the 
most of their library this term.

All classes have enjoyed a trip to Frodsham Library for a study afternoon 
based on their class top – planned and led by Cheshire West and Chester 
Council library staff.

to embark on further study and 
develop a love of languages.”

Headteacher Martin Hill said: 
“Once again this is an opportunity 
to congratulate the school’s Summer 
2018 cohort of Year 11 students 
for the success that they achieved, 
as well as thanking the teachers, 
staff, governors, parents and wider 
families who supported them so 
effectively. We already knew how 
well they had done, but it is still 
nice to see their achievements 
recognised nationally, both in terms 
of the results they achieved and 
also the curriculum they followed. 
Hopefully their grades and the 
subjects they achieved them in will 
have enabled them to successfully 
move on to the next stage of their 
lives since last September.

“Following on from last year’s 
positive Ofsted report, the largest-
ever number of Year 7 students 

of the school over the last 12 
months and I am delighted to see 
the hard work of students and staff 
given the recognition it deserves.”

High school wins accolades for GCSE results

Making the most of the library

ORGANISERS of Frodsham’s “Tribute on the Hill Live” are predicting 
this year’s festival will be “the biggest event to come to Frodsham – 
ever!”

Tickets are “going crazy” and being sold all over the country, 
according to spokesman Mark Rowland.

The show is on Friday and Saturday, July 5-6 at Manley Road, at 
the top of Overton Hill with stunning views of Frodsham, the Welsh 
mountains, Cheshire and beyond.

As well as a host of the UK’s premier tribute acts, performing all the 
classics, local talent will be spotlighted.

Tribute acts will include the prize winning  Supreme Queen,  The 
Kopycat Killers, Aladdinsane as David Bowie, Oaces as Oasis, JK as 
Robbie Williams,  Charlie Reader as George Ezra,  Manchester Ska 
Foundation as Madness, Skinny Lizard as Thin Lizzy and AC/DC, Radio 
Active as 80’s New Romantics and other  talented regional performers.

There will be a bar, food, funfair rides, face painting and much more 
for all the family.

Tribute on the Hill will be 
‘biggest ever’

THE annual “Stars in their Eyes” competition at Frodsham Manor House 
Primary School was, as usual, “sold out.”

A total of 22 acts competed in the final and included Greatest Showman, 
Freddy Mercury, Lady Gaga, Beyonce, Taylor Swift and Christina Perri. 

Children go through an audition process and then attend after school 
sessions to learn how to use the microphones and perfect their routines,

But most of the work and the outfits are prepared at home.

‘Stars in their Eyes’

Headteacher Martin Hill.
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FRODSHAM’S ever-popular Festival in the Park will take place in Castle Park on Sunday, July 7 – and will again 
incorporate the finish of the Frodsham Downhill Run.

Organised by the Rotary Club of Frodsham and Helsby, in conjunction with Castle Park Arts Centre, members of 
Frodsham Town Council and Cheshire West and Chester Council, the event is due to be opened by new Mayor of 
Frodsham Cllr Liam Jones at 12.30pm and will continue until 4pm.

More than 100 runners are expected to take part in the Downhill Run – young, old and “family teams”. The event 
attracts experienced runners but also people who would not normally consider themselves as runners.

At the Art Centre there will be art and craft displays, shops, etc.
In the “Top Field” pupils from  from St Luke’s, Manor House, Overton and Weaver Vale primary schools will 

replicate the peace celebrations of July 1919 to commemorate the end of WW1. This will take the form of traditional 
sports day and a parade to the stage afterwards. 

In front of Castle Park House itself there will be live entertainment on the main stage, along with stalls and displays 
from some 40 organisations.

There will be a children’s fun fair, with rides and other attractions for younger people.
Admission is free, but donations will be welcome to the Rotary Club’s local, national and international charities 

and good causes.

The ever-popular Festival in the Park is back

Careers convention success

Cottage gardens open for charity

Community 
groups urged 
to apply for 

council grants
CAR parking charges will be introduced in Frodsham – despite 
a last ditch attempt by local borough councillors to stop them.

Cheshire West and Chester 
Council (CWaC) confirmed its 
policy for car parking charges 
across the borough at its first 
meeting following the May 
elections.

The elections resulted in Labour 
losing overall control of the council, 
but still the largest party.

Even if Conservative, Liberal 
Democrat, Green and Independent 
councillors vote against them, 
the Labour chairman can use his 
casting vote to ensure his party win 
the vote.

Cllr Andrew Dawson and 
Cllr Lynn Riley, Frodsham’s two 
representatives on CWaC, were 
at the forefront of the campaign 
to stop parking charges being 
introduced.

The Conservative group  argued 

that:  “rather  than taking steps to 
support and promote our local 
shops and business this council is 
introducing car parking charges.

“Car parking charges hurt 
some of the most vulnerable in 
society such as those with impaired 
mobility that do not qualify for 
a ‘blue badge,’ pensioners and 
others on fixed or low incomes.” 

It was argued that in Northwich, 
where parking charges have 
already been introduced, there 
had already been damaging 
consequences.

Cllr Dawson and Cllr Riley have 
been vocal opponents of parking 
charges in Frodsham ever since the 
suggestion was put forward and 
are still campaigning for action to 
mitigate its impact.

And they made it clear at a 

meeting of Frodsham Town Council, 
the night before CWaC’s meeting, 
that they would be campaigning for 
Frodsham at the borough council.

Cllr Riley said: “We will be 
fighting for a strong Frodsham. 
Nobody tells Frodsham what is 
good for Frodsham other than 
Frodsham people.”

COMMUNITY organisations 
and individuals who would 
like  a share of £6,000 being 
offered in grants by Frodsham 
Town Council this year are 
being urged to apply by the 
deadline of August 1.

The grants must be for 
projects which promote social 
inclusion by building dialogue 
and understanding, increase 
skills and activities to aid social 
inclusion, enhance the social, 
cultural or economic well-
being of Frodsham or achieve 
excellence in their chosen 
activities.

Examples of activities which 
can attract grants are: sports, 
recreational and play activity; 
performing arts (theatre, music, 
etc); visual arts (painting, 
sculpture, etc); media, film and 
video; museums; literature; 
architecture, landscape and 
parks; combined arts and 
festivals; sponsorship; cultural 
heritage.

Applications will not be 
considered for day-to-day 
running costs,  retrospectively 
(where money has been 
already spent or committed,  
from organisations or 
individuals who were awarded 
a Frodsham Town Council 
grant within the past two years.

An application form and 
further details are available 
from the council’s website or 
from the council office at Castle 
Park House. 

 Decisions will be made and 
payments issued by cheque in 
November.

Last year, grants were 
awarded to: Mersey Weaver 
Scout District, Frodsham Silver 
Band, North Cheshire Rail 
Users Group, Frodsham and 
District Photographic Society, 
What’s Cooking Frodsham 
and Overton Memorial Hall 
Recreation Club.

THE Helsby High School Careers 
Convention took place, with over 
65 exhibitors explaining their career 
areas to students in different parts of 
the school. 

The evening was very successful, 
with many school students and their 
families coming to speak to the 
exhibitors and staff at the event. 

This year there were such a large 
number of exhibitors it was possible 
for many students to investigate a 
number of career areas and not just 
one. Students had the opportunity 
to discuss career options with 
professionals representing a range 
of sectors, from banking and finance 
to medicine, marketing, law, creative 

media, engineering, journalism, 
hospitality and catering, animal care, 
agricultural, computing, architecture, 
the police and the armed forces.

Exhibitors were impressed by 
the level of engagement shown by 
students and the fact that so many 
had clearly thought carefully about 
the options open to them, asking 
interesting and insightful questions. 
The vast majority of students who 
attended on the night really felt that 
they gained valuable information 
from the exhibitors, along with some 
of the free promotional pens and key 
rings being given away!

One year 12 student said “the 
event has helped me to get a better 

idea of the different courses that 
are available at university. It has 
motivated me to work hard during 
my exams to get the grades I need to 
make the next step” 

Helsby High School would like 
to thank all of the exhibitors who 
gave up their own time to come and 
speak with students and also thank 
all of the students who attended and 
represented the school in such an 
excellent manner.

THE gardens at the Old Cottage, in High Street , Frodsham are again open 
as part of the National Garden Scheme, courtesy of the owners, John and 
Lesley Corfield.

Situated at the rear of the Grade 2 Listed 16th century cottage – which is 
not open – are two thirds of an acre of organic and wildlife-friendly garden, 
supporting various forms of wildlife.

Steps lead up to a large vegetable and herb garden, with further mixed 
planting in herbaceous borders. There is a pond and bog garden and 
further areas of fruit trees and shady woodland borders.

The gardens offer extensive views of the Mersey Estuary.
Visits can be arranged between June and August with an admission 

charge of £5. Light refreshments are available. Children are admitted free.
Hundreds of homes all over the country are open for charity  every year 

as part of The National Garden Scheme – nearly 70 in Cheshire and Wirral 
alone. Last year, a record £3.1 million was raised for nursing and  health 
charities, including £120,000 from Cheshire and Wirral.

County organiser Janet Bashforth said: “We have 10 gorgeous new 
gardens joining us this year.

“We are always looking for new gardens to open for us, so if you have 
a beautiful garden and would like us to come and see you, or if you would 
just like to volunteer to help in any way, please contact us by email.”

Janet can be contacted at jan.bashforth@ngs.org.uk
To make arrangements to visit The Old Cottage, Frodsham, call 07591 

609311.

Bid to stop parking charges fails
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www.cssalarmscheshire.co.uk
www.kpdservices.co.uk
www.hillcrestcarehome.com
www.helsbygolfclub.org


www.frodshamlife.co.ukJune 2019 13

A NEW running/walking track has been installed at Helsby 
Hillside Primary School, following a successful grant application 
to the Marshes Community Benefit Fund.

The track, around the perimeter 
of the school grounds, is 407m long 
and provides a safe and accessible 
running facility for pupils during the 
school day.

It will be used in PE lessons, 
cross country club and daily mile 
activities.

It will also be available for use 
by families and members of the 
local community outside school 
hours.

A YEAR 6 pupil at Frodsham’s St 
Luke’s Catholic Primary School 
has been awarded a “Player of 
the Year” award by the Cheshire 
Phoenix basketball team.

Anna Hind, aged 11, is now 
looking forward to a career in 
basketball – and her dream would 
be to play for the WNBA in 
America.

Head teacher, Miss Eileen 
Murtagh said: “St Luke’s Catholic 
Primary School is very proud 
of Anna who has shown real 
dedication, commitment and 
genuine love of basketball.  We are 
pleased that she has been awarded 
the Cheshire Pheonix Player of the 
Year Award.

“We  really hope that Anna 
achieves her dreams.  She has 
been inspired by the professionals 
and is already inspiring others.

“Our sports program has 
developed significantly over the 
years due to our PE co-ordinator 
and it is wonderful to see our 
children achieving in this field.”

Anna’s love of basketball began 
when professional team The 
Cheshire Phoenix invited children 
from her school to attend a match-
day clinic at Ellesmere Port Sports 
Village, where the professionals 
play most Sundays between 
September and April.

She said:  “We were taught 
a variety of skills and were lucky 
enough to watch a match!

“Following this experience, I 
decided to attend training each 
Saturday morning. It was there 

Members of the Marshes 
Community Benefit Fund, Helsby 
Parish Council  and Helsby 
Running Club, who also supported 
the project, were present at the 
opening ceremony.

A spokesperson for the school 
said: “It is hoped  the track will 
help to promote physical activity 
which in turn will provide benefits 
to the children’s health and mental 
wellbeing.”

that I was informed of the Cheshire 
Phoenix under 11’s, a team for 
whom I now play.  We train hard 
on a regular basis and also play 
matches against other local teams 
most weekends.

“None of this would be possible 
without the expertise, support, 
enthusiasm and skill of the coaching 
staff, especially my coach Steve 
Midghall.    I recently attended an 
awards ceremony and was lucky 
enough to receive the Coach’s 
Player award.

“I would encourage others to 
take up my sport as not only does 
it keep you fit, but it’s fun and you 
make lots of new friends.

“Thanks again to my school, St 
Luke’s Catholic Primary School in 
Frodsham and to all at the Cheshire 
Phoenix.”

Running track installed at school

Anna wins ‘player of the year’ award

www.247print.net
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Tories cruise to victory in Frodsham elections
SITTING Frodsham Conservative councillors Andrew Dawson 
and Lynn Riley both comfortably held on to their seats in the 
Cheshire West and Chester (CWaC) elections.

They both polled almost double 
the returns of their nearest rivals, 
Labour’s Michelle Parker and 
Michael Garvey.

Both had campaigned vigorously 
on local issues, such as car parking 
charges in Frodsham, potholes, 
CCTV in Frodsham and air quality.

Full results for Frodsham ward 
were:

Andrew Dawson (Cons) 1662
Lynn Riley (Cons) 1611
Michelle Parker (Lab) 863
Michael Garvey (Lab) 834
Judith Critchley (Ind) 414
Christine Webber (Green) 324
Mallie Poulton (Ind) 295
Audrey Griffiths (Lib Dem) 219
Ross Gibson (Lib Dem) 182

Town Council
In the Frodsham Town Council Lakes 
Ward election – the only ward in 
which there was a contest for the 

reasons. Long standing parish 
councillor Terry O’Neill stood in his 
place but trailed behind the Greens 
with only 28.28 per cent of the 
vote.

MORE than £44,000 has been 
awarded to five  community-based 
projects in the latest round of awards 
from the Marshes Community Benefit 
Fund.

The money comes from the annual 
£120,000 community payments 
made by Frodsham Windfarm Ltd 
and is allocated by the Marshes 
Community Benefit Fund panel.

The independent panel agreed to 
award £44,083 to the five projects 
which, in the opinion of the panel 
majority, best met the requirements 
and objectives of the Community 
Benefit Fund.

The successful applicants in this, 
the fifth round of awards, were:
• Elton Parish Council £1,694 for 

well thought out and of significant 
benefit to the residents in the areas 
surrounding the Frodsham Wind 
Farm.

As always, panel members would 
be monitoring the projects as they 
develop to ensure they meet the 
objectives and conditions set out in 
the signed award agreements.

Projects not awarded funding 
in this round have  been notified 
and eligible schemes that were 
unsuccessful  may reapply for future 
rounds.

Ms Walker commented 
that past projects have been 
completed on time and tangible 
benefits have already been felt 
in the respective   communities - 

FRODSHAM and District Photographic Society took up the offer from St 
Lawrence Church to set up an Exhibition during Frodsham Festival of Walks. 

Earlier in the year members had photographed the church inside and out 
with some wonderful images available to exhibition curator Ann Gardiner. 

In particular the stained glass windows, ‘West Window’ by John Smart 
and ‘The Good Shepherd’ by Wynford Evans, glowed in all their glory. 

However of particular interest to some of the walkers was the intriguing 
study ‘St Lawrence in the Round’ by Andrew Williams, pictured right, while 
the ‘Sign of St Lawrence’ by Liz Kenny was also remarked upon.

The Society would like to express thanks to H.E Coward, the local butcher, 
and the Devonshire Bakery for supporting the exhibition. This allowed the 
photographs to be printed and mounted to the best available standard.

Ann will be preparing a further exhibition at the church for Heritage Open 
Days towards the end of September.

In the meantime – keep looking at the website for further information.
www.frodsham.photos

Town Council – Cllr Dawson came 
top of the poll for the Conservatives.

Five candidates were contesting 
four seats, so only one was not 
elected.

The results in detail were:
Andrew Dawson (Cons) 602
Judith Critchley (Ind) 419
Mallie Poulton (Ind) 349
Donna Critchley (Ind) 335
Mel Halsall (Ind) 305

Helsby shock
There was a shock result at Helsby 
in the CWaC elections when Green 
Party candidate Paul Bowers 
came top of the poll, pushing the 
Conservatives into second place.

Labour came a poor third and the 
Liberal Democrats failed to make 
any impression on the electorate.

The seat had been held by the 
Conservatives for some years but 
long serving councillor Alan McKie 
had stood down for business 

The full result was:
Paul Bowers (Green) 1015
Terry O’Neill (Cons) 524
Nigel James (Lab) 261
David Heath (Lib Dem) 53

their Jubilee Field Project 
• Rural Community Services 

£19,360 to provide OPAL Services 
in Helsby & Frodsham. 

• Frodsham and District 
Photographic Society £2,266 for 
replacement of projector

• Frodsham community Red 
Lion Bowling Club £3,723 for 
replacement of bowling green 
mower

• Frodsham Community Association 
£17,040 for replacement disabled 
toilet facilities at the Community 
Centre
Panel chairman Dianne Walker 

said the panel members considered 
the successful projects were clearly 
defined with a demonstrated need, 

photographs and reports on their 
progress will continue to be available 
to view on the Marshes Community 
Benefit Fund web-site, Twitter and 
Facebook accounts.

For details of the fund and 
information on the application 
process you can visit the  FAQ 
page, applications for the next 
round of funds will  re-open on June 
1 and close on August 31.

Community groups, charities, 
schools, businesses and clubs may 
apply to the MCBF governing 
panel for grants of between £150 
and £60,000 towards not-for-profit 
projects which are designed to 
benefit local communities

Five community projects awarded £44,000

Photographic Society put St Lawrence Church in the picture!

The Nave by Ian Stanley

Councillors Dawson and Riley.
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CLASSIFIED
TELEPHONE
01928 761045

HOME SERVICES

ATLAS
Your friendly local independent

pest controllers

Affordable, professional, guaranteed service.
Fully insured, �xed prices - no surprises once on site!
Discrete vehicles, no embarrassing signs
07999 487 925 / 01925 445 222

www.atlas4u.co.uk

SUMMER SPECIALS:

WASP
CONTROL

INVASIVE
BEE

CONTROL
£49 £65

(J6/19)

Advertise in the 
Classifi eds

from as little as £6 
per month!

Call our friendly 

team now on

01928 
761045

CHIROPODY

MOBILE
CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST

M.INST. ChP, L.Ch.

For the treatment of all foot
conditions and orthotics

For home visits call 01928 733630
Registered with the Health Professions Council

Miss Lesley Mathieson

(G9/19)

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
TRUST PROPERTY ELECTRICAL SERVICES. 
NICEIC Part P Approved Contractor. All 
Electrical work undertaken. Inspection and 
testing and PAT testing. All work certifi ed and 
guaranteed. Call Tim on 07754409906 
or 01925 601055 (G*)

ACCOUNTANCY & SAGE TRAINING
WHY TRY TO BE A PAYE EXPERT? 
Watkinson Black can provide a cost effective 
payroll service, releasing you to concentrate on 
your business. For further details please 
phone: 01925 413210  or  e-mail: 
info@warrington accountants.co.uk (G*)

MORTGAGES
INDEPENDENT MORTGAGE ADVICE. 
For local, impartial and professional advice 
on all aspects of mortgages contact Darren 
Simpson at Amathus Financial Services 
07708 975122 or 01925 399999 (G*)

A1 STAINBUSTERS. A Warrington company 
cleaning carpets, hard fl oors, Upholstery 
(Leather + fabric) and curtains in situ. FREE 
quotes for domestic and commercial. Approved 
carpet cleaners for Hancock and Woods for 
over 10 years. Call John on 01925 852088 
or 07765 314080 (J10/19)

CARPET CLEANING

SIMPLY THE BEST CARPET CLEAN YOU 
will ever have. Cleaners UK Ltd. Est 30 yrs. 
Have your carpets & sofas beautifully deep 
cleaned leaving them fresh smelling & colour 
restored. Latest & best methods. Dry/steam. 
Leather cleaning, oriental rug specialist. 
Professional, reliable & affordable. For more 
info call Neil Riley on 01925 264989 / 
07831 336060 www.cleaners-uk.net  
 (J2/19)

AIR CONDITIONING
EXPERIENCED AND PROFESSIONAL 
Warrington-based 4 Seasons are air conditioning 
specialists. We install, maintain and repair air 
conditioning for business and homes. FREE call outs 
and special offers. Contact John & the team 
on 0330 400 5471 or enquiries@4sac.
co.uk or www.4sac.co.uk (G6/19)

New officials ‘drive in’ at golf club

THE new officials at Helsby Golf Club took part in the annual 
club “Drive In” competition.

Captain Roddy Snedden from 
Frodsham, Lady Captain Liz Fudge 
from Frodsham,  President Peter 
Duffy from Helsby and Junior 
Captain Michael Stamper, aged 
15, from Chester were delighted 
to hit drives more or less down 

the middle of the fairway in the 
traditional start to their year in 
office.

Their chosen charities for the 
year are: Captain: Helsby Golf 
Club Powered Wheelchair Appeal 
and Claire House Hospice;  

Lady Captain: Halton Haven 
Hospice in Runcorn. 

Both Roddy and Liz will be 
raising money for these  worthwhile 
charities with a variety of events 
planned throughout the year.

Pictures,  by Phil R Barker, show 
Captain, Lady Captain and Junior 
Captain at the Drive In.

HELSBY  Golf Club president Peter Duffy scored a hole in one while on holiday at the Sueno Golf Resort in Belek, 
Turkey. 

The Helsby parish councillor was there with a group of golfing pals when he scored the ace on the fourth hole of 
the Dunes course

His achievement will mean his name will be added to the resort’s “Hole in One” board in the clubhouse.
But he was fortunate at not having to foot the traditional bar bill – he was staying at an all inclusive resort!

President’s holiday hole-in-one



16 www.frodshamlife.co.uk June 2019

www.access4lofts.co.uk

