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Labour MP for Weaver Vale

Mike Amesbury MP
Your Local Voice in Parliament

mike.amesbury.mp@parliament.uk

01928 620061

Suite 4, 2nd Floor,
Halton 5 Business Centre,
Runcorn, WA7 2HF

www.mikeamesbury.org

@MikeAmesburyMP

@MikeAmesbury

I hold regular surgeries throughout the constituency, 
appointment are necessary.

Please contact my constituency office to make an appointment.

IT’S nearly Christmas and this time 
of year I’d usually be thinking about 
where to stash my son’s Christmas 
presents, be planning where to take 
my dad for a pint in Frodsham when 
he heads over to see us, and visiting 
charities and other organisations in 
Weaver Vale who work so hard to 
help those less fortunate than us.

Now, while we don’t always 
associate politics with Christmas, 
there is one thing we sometimes 
associate with the festive season 
this government has wholeheartedly 
embraced – Dickensian values. 

Foodbank use is on the rise, 
more and more families depend on 
schools to give their child a square 
meal, homelessness has increased, 
child poverty and in-work poverty 
have rocketed.

Let’s look at cuts to our local schools

As the father of a young boy who 
attends a Frodsham primary school, 
I know first-hand the hard work 
and dedication of our incredible 
teachers and staff. 

But our local schools have had 
their funding stripped to the bone 
in recent years with a £4.9 million 
predicted shortfall in Weaver Vale 
by next year. 

The latest statistics on the school 
cuts website reveal the following:
• Frodsham Weaver Vale Primary 

School - £67,866 shortfall by 
2020

• Frodsham Manor House Primary 
School - £44,018

• St Luke’s Catholic Primary School 
- £39,884

• Frodsham CofE Primary School - 
£61,476

• Helsby High School - £309,091
• Helsby Hillside Primary School - 

£87,648 
• Horn’s Mill Primary School - 

£140,654
The Conservatives will make 

many pledges to win your vote. 

Afterall, this is a marginal seat that 
they held between 2010-17, and 
Boris Johnson wants it back. 

So let’s look at some of their 
claims. 

Take for instance the 
Conservatives’ claim to have 
banned fracking. 

They have not banned fracking. 
They have temporarily suspended 
it because Earth tremors do not go 
down well on the doorstep come 
election time. 

I have been campaigning against 
fracking since I was first elected. 
I’ve never hid my desire to see it 
banned. I’ve been called a ‘nimby’ 
by Liz Truss for my stance on fracking 
and criticised by the industry. I wear 
this criticism as a badge of honour.

Let me be clear. A labour 
government would BAN fracking. 
Not suspend, just a complete ban. 
Case closed.  

Let’s also examine the Tory pledge 
to put more police on our streets. A 
worthwhile endeavour to be sure 
and one I agree with. But let’s ask 
why we need those new officers 
in the first place. It’s because the 
Tories have cut so many. A massive 
21,000 nationally and 152 locally. 
The numbers they’re now pledging 
to introduce would not replace those 
lost. We all see through it. 

Brexit

I voted and campaigned to 
remain in the EU, but I respected the 
result of the referendum. 

But what’s happened since has 
been a complete shambles. The Tory 
party has always been at war over 
Europe and our country has sadly 
become the collateral damage. 

Cameron called the referendum to 
appease various forces in his party, 
May then bungled her way through 
negotiations trying to appease rival 
factions and managing to please 
none of them. 

Now Johnson has got his deal, 
which is inferior to May’s deal – a 
deal which he himself voted against 
twice. 

It’s time we removed arguably 
the most important decision our 
country has faced since the Second 
World War from those who would 
use it merely as an internal political 
football. 

The common sense solution now 
is to put it back to the people. 

Labour will offer a simple option; 
a credible leave deal or remain. 

YOU will have the final say.
Over the last two and a half 

years, as well as a local resident 
I’ve tried my very best to be an 
effective local MP. 

Representing you in Parliament is 
of course an important part of the 
job, but equally important are the 
many local issues that people have 
needed help with. 

My office has handled over 9,000 
pieces of constituency casework in 
that time, helping people – some 
of whom were facing some of the 
darkest and most difficult times in 
their lives. 

I’ve pressed the government on 
wider issues impacting our area 
too, such as delays to the Halton 
Curve which I took up with Chris 
Grayling and which is now – thanks 
to the hard work of campaigners 
– fully operational with a fast, 
reliable connection from Helsby and 
Frodsham to Liverpool.

With local campaigners I’ve 
helped stop the goods shed in 
Frodsham being demolished, which 
I now sincerely hope can be turned 
into something for community use. 

Working closely with the Labour 
Cheshire West and Chester Council, 
Cheshire Football Foundation and 
FA, I was also pleased to be able 
to help secure the 3G pitches for 
Frodsham Junior Football Club 
in conjunction with Helsby High 
School. 

Every vote counts

Make no mistake, your vote will 
count during this election.  

The other parties, the Greens 
(0% chance of winning according 
to electoral calculus), the Lib Dems 
(1%) and Brexit party (1%) cannot 
win in Weaver Vale, but a single 
vote for any of them puts the Tories 
closer to a win. 

If you want me returned as your 
local MP, back at my desk to keep 
on fighting for our area I need every 
single one of your votes to make 
that happen. The alternative is the 
very real prospect of waking up on 
December 13 with Boris Johnson’s 
man as MP for Weaver Vale.
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Alice – but not 
as you’ve seen 

her before!
FRODSHAM Panto Group are presenting “Alice in Wonderland”  
at Frodsham Community Centre on January 5-11 – but not 
quite as you have seen her in before.

Alice lives in an orphanage with 
her friends including Daisy, Rose 
and Tulip. 

The orphanage is run by the 
horrid Mrs Hackett and their cook 
– the Dame.

In Wonderland the Queen has 
tasked the White Rabbit and Jack 
(the gardener) to retrieve a pocket 
watch from Alice and then to make 
sure she is killed. 

The story unfolds with Alice 
ending up in Wonderland chasing 
the Rabbit and Jack for her 

PLANS for a brick-built outbuilding at a property in Lime Avenue, Frodsham 
are being opposed by members of the Town Council’s planning committee.

Members decided the size of the proposed building was excessive in 
relation to the size of the plat.

The committee also opposed proposals for a single storey rear extension 
including a loft conversion and front and rear dormer windows at a house 
in High Street, Frodsham.

Councillors felt a dormer window on the front of the property was out of 
keeping with other houses in the terrace.

Final decision on each application will be made by Cheshire West and 
Chester Coucil.

watch and meeting the expected 
characters along the way including 
the Caterpillar, the Cat, Tweedle 
Dum and Dee, the Mad Hatter, the 
March Hare and the Dormouse.

Will Alice get her watch back?
Will the Queen get her wicked 

way?
....all will be revealed.
Alice is played by Bethan 

McCormick, the Mad Hatter by 
Steve Howard and the White 
Rabbit by Daisy Marsh.

Planners oppose scheme
for outbuilding

www.jpwbodyrepairs.co.uk
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Editor’s Comment

Just Gutters

07384 738840
01928 238916

UPVc, fascia boards, 
conservatories cleaned

and resealed.

Roofs cleaned and de-mossed
All roof work undertaken.

Gutters cleaned, sealed
and repaired from £25

THERE should be no road works to 
interfere with Christmas shopping 
and other festivities in Frodsham – 
barring an emergency!

Cheshire West and Chester 
Council (CWaC) has arranged 
a roadworks embargo for the 
Christmas period to keep festivities 
running smoothly.

The embargo covers Chester city 
centre and all major towns and 
retail outlets across the borough, 
is already in force and runs until 
11.59pm on Monday, January 6.

Director of place operations 
at CWaC  Maria Byrne said: “At 
this time of year we of course see 
a significant increase in both the 
number of vehicles and pedestrians 
in and around our major shopping 
centres, in the run-up to and 
through the Christmas and New 
Year periods.

CASTLE  Park Trust is planning to 
launch a weekly junior parkrun early 
in 2020 to be held each Sunday at 
9am – and is looking for volunteers 
to help organise it.

The proposed 2km long course 
uses the park’s tarmac and crushed 
stone paths.   

Parkruns are fun runs not races.   
The only person you race against 
is yourself.    Anyone of any ability 
can do it.  Everyone who runs, who 
has registered with Parkrun and 
produces their barcode at the finish 
can find out their time – so that they 
can see how they improve each time 
they run.         Registration is free of 
charge at parkrun.org.uk

The trust will ask youngsters and 
their families to walk to the park or 
use the car park at the Leisure Centre 
as they aim to close the park to 
vehicles for the duration of the run.  

 “Our Streetworks team may, of 
course, need to grant permits for 
work on the road network during 
these dates if emergency repairs 
are needed to ensure the supply of 
vital utility services to homes and 
businesses.”

The embargo only applies 
to the borough’s road network, 
however CWaC’s Highways 
Service is working with other 
network operators, including 
Highways England and Network 
Rail, to minimise the impact of 
any proposed works on their own 
networks, through promoting off-
peak and night time working.

In Frodsham, the embargo 
covers the A56 High Street/Main 
Street between Howey Lane and 
Fluin Lane also Church Street and 
Fluin Lane to their junctions with 
Vicarage Road and A56.

They are looking for a team of 
volunteers willing to spend up to an 
hour helping organise and marshal 
the event.  If you have any comments 
on the proposal or are willing to 
volunteer please contact Cllr Andrew 
Dawson, chairman of the Castle Park 
Trust  by email to andrew.dawson@
cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk

Adult 5km   parkruns typically 
take place on Saturday mornings at 
9am and the nearest is at Delamere 
Forest.

Cllr Dawson said:  “When I was 
growing up I was never encouraged 
to be physically active – I wish I had 
been now.  I was introduced with the 
adult parkruns just over a year ago 
and have fallen in love with doing 
them and the entire concept.   They 
are so supportive and encouraging.  
It is such a wonderful, happy 
atmosphere.

Christmas road works embargo

Junior parkrun plan for Castle Park

MOST people in Frodsham are, we are sure, well aware of the 
valuable service provided by Frodsham Youth Association.

But it is only when you read a 
report like the one presented to 
Frodsham Town Council by the 
association in the run-up to the 
10th anniversary of the re-launch 
of Frodsham Youth Club, that you 
realise just how much the town 
owes to both the association and 
the club.

In March, it will be 10 years 
since the club was re-launched 
following a lengthy period of 
inactivity. Over that period, the 
club has grown considerably and 
it now serves more than 150 young 
people per week. It is open three 
nights a week, catering for boys 
and girls aged 9-16, holds a Teen 
Market on Saturdays in partnership 
with Helsby High School and an 
independent living project on 
Sundays.

They also carry out outreach 
work and support young carers and 
attend Child in Need meetings.

Earlier this year,  they ran one 
of the most successful summer 
programmes in West Cheshire 
attended by more than 100 young 
people three days a week over a 
three week period.

This year, the association 
has been spending money on 
improving its club building, 
adjoining Frodsham Community 
Association. In fact, over the last 
two years, some £15,000 a year 

on maintenance and refurbishment, 
putting considerable strain on the 
youth association’s resources.

They could not do all this without 
the financial support of Frodsham 
Town Council, Cheshire West and 
Chester Council and borough 
councillors Lynn Riley and Andrew 
Dawson from their ward funding.

If there is anyone out there who 
has doubts about whether this is 
good use of public money they 
should see the pleasure the youth 

club gives to young people in 
Frodsham. They should also know 
that local police consistently report 
that when the youth club is open 
there is a noticeable reduction in 
anti-social behaviour in the town.

We salute all concerned in the 
running of the youth club – which 
incidentally is the biggest voluntary 
youth club in Cheshire West and 
Chester – and we hope to see it 
continue to grow over the next 10 
years – and beyond.
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FDR Law go one better with 
latest Legal 500 ranking

Following last year’s success 
when FDR Law became the 
first Warrington based law 
firm to achieve a ranking in 
the prestigious Legal 500, the 
firm achieved the double this 
year with listings for both its 
Real Estate and Private Client 
teams. The Legal 500 rankings 
are the leading guide to law 
firms and solicitors across 
the UK and only recommend 
firms following a thorough, 
independent process.

Highlights for the Real Estate 
team included representing Network 
Space on the sale of 25 sites across 
the North West in a deal worth 
£93m, advising United Utilities 
Property Service on the disposal of 
a substantial area of land in Swinton 
for residential development, and 
acting for a client on the negotiation 
and completion of a property and 
asset management agreement for a 
national portfolio of industrial and 
commercial sites. The Legal 500 
researchers summarised as follows:

“FDR Law is regularly engaged 
by commercial and residential 
developers, retail and leisure 
operators, corporate occupiers, 
and investors. It also acts for public 
sector clients and is experienced in 
education sector property mandates. 
Its experience includes strategic 
partnering and site assembly work, 
acquisitions and disposals, asset 

management, development and 
forward funding work. Team head 
Stephen Woodall acts for public 
and private sector clients; Charles 
Agar is experienced in private sector 
property development instructions; 
and John King handles contentious 
matters.”

The Private Client team were 
equally delighted to be recommended 
and listed in the personal tax, trusts 
and probate category in the first 
year they have entered the awards. 
With feedback from clients including 
“A trusted, reliable and dedicated 
law firm” and “FDR’s client service 
has been impeccable and their level 
of knowledge and expertise is of 
the highest quality” the Legal 500 
researchers summarised the Private 
Client team as:

“The team at FDR Law possesses 

‘impressive knowledge, efficiency 
and integrity’, handling the full range 
of matters covering will drafting, 
estate administration, complex 
trusts, powers of attorney, Court 
of Protection, IHT planning and 
succession planning. Head of Team 
Ian Sydenham ‘exhibits the highest 
standard of client service and care’, 
and regularly advises the firm’s 
highest value clients and estates.

All at FDR Law are proud to 
have been recognised for their 
work in these areas, and holding 
off competition from regional, 
national and international law firms. 
Warrington can also be proud that 
our professional services firms can 
compete with the very best from 
outside the region.”

Members of FDR Law’s Real Estate and Private Client teams celebrate their success.

www.fdrlaw.co.uk
www.oldhallhotelfrodsham.co.uk
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Eight projects share £63,000 from 
windfarm payments

EIGHT community-based projects in the Frodsham and Helsby 
area will share more than £63,000 in the latest round of 
awards arising from payments made by Frodsham Windfarm 
Ltd.

The awards have been 
announced by the independent 
Marshes Community Benefit Fund 
(MCBF) Panel, which allocates funds 
from the £120,000 community 
payments made annually by the 
windfarm.

Awards have been made to eight 
projects which, in the opinion of the 
Panel, best met the requirements 
and objectives of the Community 
Benefit Fund.

The successful applicants were:-
Runcorn Rowing Club – water 

treatment plant - £19,500
Frodsham CE Primary School – 

after school club refurb - £14,000

well thought out and  of significant 
benefit to the residents in the areas 
surrounding the Frodsham Wind 
Farm.

As always,  Panel members will 
be monitoring the projects as they 
develop to ensure they meet the 
objectives and conditions set out in 
the signed award agreements.

Projects that were not awarded 
funding in this round have also 
been notified.

Eligible schemes that were 
unsuccessful in this round may 
reapply for future rounds.

Ms Walker also commented that 
past projects have been completed 
on time and tangible benefits have 
already been felt in the respective 
communities - photographs and 

Helsby Sports and Social Club – 
fixtures and fittings for new sports 
club - £13,500

Dunham Hill and Hapsford PC – 
speed awareness signs - £3,920

Frodsham Girl Guides – new 
kitchen at HQ - £6,100

Frodsham Volleyball Club – 
training equipment - £1,740

Elton Parish Council – defibrillator 
- £2,769

Elton Gardeners Association - 
allotment rejuvenation - £1,424

Panel chairman Dianne Walker 
explained that members considered 
the successful projects as clearly 
defined with a demonstrated need, 

reports on their progress will 
continue to be available to view 
on the Marshes Community Benefit 
Fund web-site.

Anyone requiring details of 
the Fund and information on the 
application process can visit the 
FAQ page. Applications for the 
next round of funds will re-open on 
December 1  and close on February 
29 next year.

The Marshes Community Benefit 
Fund was set up by Frodsham 
Wind Farm Ltd  - a joint venture 
between Foresight Group and 
Peel Energy. The £66m project 
consists of 19 wind turbines on 
Frodsham Marshes, adjacent to 
the Manchester Ship Canal and the 
Mersey Estuary.

www.handlselfstorage.co.uk
www.landofbeds.co.uk
www.amathusfs.com
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01928 735150  |  email townclerk@frodsham.gov.uk
Frodsham Town Council, Castle Park, Frodsham, WA6 6SB

FRODSHAM NEWS
VE Day 2020

The early May bank holiday in 2020 will move from Monday 
4 May to Friday 8 May to mark the 75th anniversary of 
VE Day which takes place on 8 May, and enable people 
to pay tribute to those who served in one of the most 
significant events in our country’s history.

The occasion will remember the contribution of British, 
Commonwealth and Allied armed forces personnel; those 
who contributed to the war effort and safeguarded the 
Home Front. As well as marking the Allies’ victory in 
1945, the bank holiday will serve as an opportunity to pay 
tribute to those who have served and continue to serve 
in the UK Armed Forces and their families.

Frodsham Town Council has accepted Her Majesty’s 
Pageant Master’s invitation to take part in the celebrations 
next year.

Cllr Mallie Poulton, Chair of FTC Events Committee 
says “It is our aim to hold a parade and event for all ages 
over this special bank holiday weekend.  We would like 
to ask everyone who wishes to join us in this event; 
schools, churches, clubs, associations etc to attend our 
first working group meeting on 7th January 2020 at 7pm 
at the Queen’s Head.  Please register your interest with Jo 
O’Donoghue, Town Clerk by email: townclerk@frodsham.
gov.uk or phone: 01928 735150.

Burial Ground Extension
Work began on Monday 4 November, to extend the burial 
ground at the top of the site in Tarvin Road to provide an 
additional 100 burial plots.

It is anticipated that construction work will be completed 
by 16th December although this is dependent on the 
weather conditions. Final landscaping works will be 
carried out in the new year.

AJK Plant Hire Ltd have been appointed as contractors 
and they will be using a small section of the car park 
during the construction period. Works will be suspended 
in the event of a funeral. All efforts will be made to keep 
disruption to a minimum.

If you have any concerns please contact Jo O’Donoghue, 
Town Clerk on 01928 735150 or by email townclerk@
frodsham.gov.uk

Committee Meetings
Amenities Committee          10th December at 7pm
Policy & Process                  16th December at 6pm
Events Committee                14th January 2020 at 3pm
Full Council                          27th January 2020 at 7pm

All meetings are held in Castle Park House and residents of 
Frodsham are welcome to attend.  The public participation 
session takes place at the beginning of each meeting.  

Protocol for members of the public to speak at council 
and committee meetings is available on our website:  
https://frodsham.gov.uk/policies-procedures/

COMMUNITY GRITTING SCHEME WINTER 2019/20
As Cheshire West and Chester Council do not grit our public pavements and footpaths, Frodsham Town Council 
(FTC) have decided to run a Community Gritting Scheme again this winter and are seeking volunteers to grit 
pavements and footpaths near their homes.

Volunteer forms will be available from Castle Park House and available to download on the website.

Image courtesy of Cheshire Archives and Local Studies

Award winning choir moves to Frodsham

THE award-winning Highfield Male Voice Choir is re-locating 
to a new rehearsal venue in Frodsham and has launched an 
appeal for new singers and an accompanist.

The choir performs up to 
15 concerts a year, many in 
association with local schools, but 
membership has fallen to less than 
40 singers in recent years and the 
choir feels it would benefit from an 
injection of new blood.

After Christmas, the Highfield 
changes its rehearsal venue from 
Trinity Hall in Runcorn to Frodsham 
Community Centre and hopes 
to reinvigorate membership by 
recruiting new singers and an 
accompanist. 

Dating back more than a 
century and originally closely 

dawn of a new decade, it is time to 
re-invigorate our group with some 
new blood.

“We don’t audition singers and 
most of our choir members can’t 
read music – they learn songs by 
listening. Singing with other people 
always puts a smile on your face 
and is great exercise for the heart 
and lungs. Potential new members 
are most welcome to jump straight 
in, or come and check us out at one 
of our Christmas concerts.”

This festive season, the Highfield 
will be performing at four Christmas 
concerts:

St John’s Church, Norley, on 
Tuesday December 3, 7pm; 
St John’s Church, Alvanley, on 
Thursday December 5, 7pm; St 
Berteline’s, Norton, Runcorn, on 
Sunday  December 8, 2pm and 
St Ambrose Church, Widnes, 
on Tuesday December 10, 7pm. 
Several of these are combined 
concerts with local schools.

A further concert is being 
planned for Frodsham Music 
Society at Frodsham Community 
Centre on Friday  April 17. 

From January 21, the Highfield 
will rehearse weekly at Frodsham 
Community Centre on Tuesday 
evenings, starting at 7.15pm.

For more information check out 
the Highfield Choir website www.
highfieldmvc.co.uk/ or contact 
John Powell on 07514 529995.

linked to Runcorn’s Highfield and 
Camden Tannery works, the choir 
successfully survived the closure of 
the firm in the 1960s and has since 
gone from strength to strength.

Overseas choir tours in Malta, 
Spain and Ireland and concerts 
in top venues like London’s Royal 
Albert Hall and Glasgow’s City 
Hall have meant the choir has hit 
the high notes of success over the 
years. 

The Highfield has won choral 
competitions at the Llangollen 
Eisteddfod, Southport Music Festival 
and numerous other contests and 
has established a reputation as one 
of the foremost choirs in the area.

Secretary John Powell explained: 
“The Highfield owes its roots to 
industry, rather like the superb 
colliery brass bands which have 
survived long after they’ve lost the 
support of their original parent 
company.

“These musical groups have 
thrived because they offer members 
a special way of making and 
sharing music. We are one of very 
few male voice choirs in North 
West England offering that unique 
rich tenor and bass vocal sound.

“Friendship is an important 
factor in the group and many 
members have been loyal singers 
for years. But we feel that with the 
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Policy & Process                  16th December at 6pm
Events Committee                14th January 2020 at 3pm
Full Council                          27th January 2020 at 7pm

All meetings are held in Castle Park House and residents of 
Frodsham are welcome to attend.  The public participation 
session takes place at the beginning of each meeting.  

Protocol for members of the public to speak at council 
and committee meetings is available on our website:  
https://frodsham.gov.uk/policies-procedures/

COMMUNITY GRITTING SCHEME WINTER 2019/20
As Cheshire West and Chester Council do not grit our public pavements and footpaths, Frodsham Town Council 
(FTC) have decided to run a Community Gritting Scheme again this winter and are seeking volunteers to grit 
pavements and footpaths near their homes.

Volunteer forms will be available from Castle Park House and available to download on the website.

Image courtesy of Cheshire Archives and Local Studies
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Sharon’s mercy mission to India
A MEMBER of Frodsham WI who is a ward sister at Alder Hey 
Hospital is travelling to India in January as part of the Healing 
Little Hearts charity.

Sharon Greenwood will join 
other doctors and nurses from 
the hospital to perform life-saving 
surgery on children there who, 
without the surgery, would not 
survive.

She will also be taking bags 
containing items to aid the 
childrens’ recovery – and Frodsham 
WI is supporting the scheme by 
decorating the bags.

The bags will contain a blanket, 
toys, crayons, colouring books and 
a water cup, as well as medication 
and equipment to help the child’s 
family nurse them after the team 
have left.

Sharon said: “These families 
have nothing. They are desperate. 
We give them a blanket and cup 
because there is no provision for 
the families in the hospital, so they 
have to sleep outside in the grounds 

Well it’s at last official. Frodsham 
and Helsby have gone to the dogs!! 
Well, to be honest they went to the 
dogs Saturday 2nd November 
2019.  

Whilst a lot of people were 
busy watching the Rugby, some 
intrepid people and dogs were 
braving the elements and walking 
from Frodsham to Helsby to raise 

to mention a whole host of other 
dressed up dogs along with their 
owners was certainly something 
that made people driving past do 
a double take.

With the support of PcSO 
Linda Bailey, the walkers called 
in various venues along the way, 
unfortunately due to the weather 
and a number of people having 

FIVE candidates will contest 
the Weaver Vale constituency 
– which includes the Frodsham 
and Helsby area -in the General 
Election to be held on December 
12.

Labour, who took the seat 
from the Conservatives at the 
last General Election, will also 
face challenges from the Liberal 
Democrats, the Brexit Party and 
the Green Party

The candidates, in 
alphabetical order, are:

Amesbury, Mike (Labour)
Bowers, Paul Richard (Green 

Party)
Goulding, Nicholas William 

Sean (Brexit Party)
Parker, Daniela (Liberal 

Democrats)
Wordsworth, Adam 

(Conservative)
There was speculation prior 

to the nominations being 
announced as to whether 
Weaver Vale – as a marginal 
seat held by Labour – would be 
contested by the Brexit Party.

In the EU Referendum, 
Weaver Vale vote narrowly 
to Leave – 50.55 per cent to 
49.45 per cent.

while their child is recovering. 
“We also need to provide the 

medicine and some training to 
support their child after they go 
home to their village. The children 
are thrilled to receive the toys and 
crayons because they have so little 
in their lives.”

Sharon and the other doctors 
and nurses use holiday time to go 
on the trip.

WI members will decorate the 
bags with a motif of a broken heart 
which has been sewn back together 
with buttons to mend it.

The bags also have a wooden 
heart attached for the child’s name.

Frodsham WI is also raising 
money for Sharon to buy the items 
she needs to take with her.

Anyone who would like to 
contribute to the fund should contact 
Frodsham WI via Facebook.

funds for Halton Haven Hospice. 
Nothing unusual about people 
walking dogs, you might say.  
Well on this occasion organisers 
would say seeing a Ringmaster 
leading a lion, a large walking 
pumpkin with a smaller pumpkin 
trotting behind, a two legged dog 
and a dog wearing wings and a 
tutu, a Scottish doggy laird,  not 

to drop out due to the distance 
for their dogs they were unable to 
make it down to Beertap Heroes 
in Helsby, and apologise to them. 
The remaining walkers eventually 
made it to the Hornsmill Helsby, 
completely soaked but all smiling. 

A raffle took place with some 
amazing prizes donated by 
local businesses and dog related 
business owners and that along 
with the collections and sponsorship 
money has gone a long way to 
raising some much needed funds 
for Halton Haven. At the time of 
writing this the total is just short of 
£850.00 with some monies still 
due to come in.

THE annual inspection of Frodsham’s play areas has revealed remedial work costing a total of £2,617 is required.
Largest amount required is at the Top Road play area, where work costing £917 has been identified. 
Next came the Townfield Lane play area, with £814, Churchfields with £739 and Park Lane with £147.
The Town Council’s Amenities Committee has agreed to have the work carried out although local councillors 

are to look at some play equipment at Churchfields and consider whether they should be removed because of the 
prohibitive cost of repairing and reinstating safety surfaces.

It was also agreed not to fence off the Townfield Lane play area but to consider filling in gaps in the hedging with 
hawthorn.

Frodsham and Helsby gone to the dogs!

£2,617 cost of repairing play areas

Five fight to be 
the next MP
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BONFIRE night hooligans left 
rubbish piled up around the 
war memorial on Frodsham 
Hill – just days before a 
Remembrance Service was 
due to take place.

“It was disgusting behaviour,” 
said Frodsham Town Council 
member Judith Critchley, who 
went up to the memorial field the 
following day to clear up the mess 
herself.

She added: “A group of people 
broke the law on Bonfire Night 
by setting off hundreds of pounds 
worth of fireworks in a public place.

“Then they didn’t even clear up 
afterwards.

“It was so disrespectful – 
especially just a few days before 
our Remembrance Service.

“I spent an hour collecting debris 
from the field. But I couldn’t reach 
some of it because it was too near 
the edge.”

The memorial, which dates from 
1921, is Grade II Listed and is 
currently undergoing a £115,000 
refurbishment.

It bears the names of more than 
100 local men who gave their lives 
in the two World Wars.

STAFF and children at Manley 
Village School are celebrating 
following the school’s recent 
inspection by the education 
watchdog, Ofsted.

The school has been recognised 
as ‘Good’ in all areas, which 
includes the quality of education 
and the behaviour and attitudes of 
the children.

The first line of the inspectors’ 
report reads: “‘Without exception, 
the pupils we spoke with told us 

that the best things about school 
are the learning, teachers and their 
friends.”

Manley Village School is praised 
highly throughout the report for the 
commitment of all members of the 

school community in making the 
school a wonderful and welcoming 
learning environment.

KINGSLEY Parish Council has 
lodged objections to a plan to build 
three five-bedroomed houses on 
land at Crow Wood Cottage, Pike 
Lane, Kingsley.

They claim the scheme, submitted  
by John Allen, would result in over-
development of the plot and would 
have an adverse impact on a 
conservation area, St John’s Church 
and traffic in Pike Lane.

The parish council says large, 

TWO new members have been 
co-opted to Kingsley Parish 
Council.

Stuart Begg, of Mill Lane, 
and Adam Currie, of Top Road, 
were co-opted to fill vacancies 
left by the resignations of  Claire 
Jones and Daniel Moores, who 
were elected unopposed at the 
elections in May.

luxury houses are not consistent with 
the housing needs of the village.

Parking for 15 cars is proposed, 
with a single shared drive.

Parish councillors believe the 
development would have a major 
adverse impact on the conservation 
area, particularly for St John’s 
Church, its Grade II lych gate, 
cottage and vicarage – one of the 
most iconic  views in the village.

In addition, there would a 

potential to disturb major services, 
christenings, weddings and funerals 
because they involve vehicles 
parked temporarily in Pike Lane 
and access to the church is by 
procession through the lych gate 
and along the path to the church 
entrance door.

“These solemn events  - including 
the village Remembrance Service 
- cannot occur satisfactorily if 
the new residents are using their 

gardens for recreation activities. 
The development is not in keeping 
with its location.”

The parish council also believes 
that with a recently approved 
development at a smallholding 
in Pike Lane, plus an affordable 
housing site, the 15 extra vehicles 
on the proposed site there would 
clearly be a highways impact at the 
junction with Hollow Lane, where 
there has already been a fatality.

Bonfire Night hooligans leave rubbish at 
war memorial

Village school celebrates “good” Ofsted report

Parish council opposes “luxury homes” scheme

Councillors 
co-opted
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www.cssalarmscheshire.co.uk
www.kpdservices.co.uk
www.castleparkarts.co.uk
www.hillcrestcarehome.com
www.helsbygolfclub.org
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FRODSHAM Town Council has 
published the list of shops and good 
causes accepting the Christmas 
Vouchers this year. 

The vouchers, which are distributed 
to residents of Frodsham aged 70 or 
over and have a value of £10, will 
be distributed to those who have 
applied by the end of November.

Shops
4 Seasons 4 Food, Main St
Alan Pickup Butchers, Church St
Brew + Tucker, Church St
Browsers Bazaar, Lady Heyes
Candles Plus, Lady Heyes
Celebrations, Church St
Dandelion Gifts, Church St
Devonshire Bakery, High St
DRB Jewellers, Church St
Elliotts Newsagents, Main St
Flowers by Jenny Penny

Frodsham Coffee Shop, Main St
Hales Fruits, Church St
Halton Haven Hospice Shop, Main St
HE Coward Butchers, Main St
Home and Beauty, Church St
Les Harris Jewellers, Main St
Millmark Foods, Main St
No. 5 The Barbers, High St
Ring ‘O Bells, Bellemonte Rd
Robert Gleave & Sons, Mill Lane
Simply Local - St Hilda’s Drive
The Cottage Teashop, Main St
The Vintage Teapot, Lady Heyes
Top Marks, Langdale Way
Top Shop, Langdale Way

Good Causes
4th Frodsham Scout Group
Frodsham & District Stroke Club
Frodsham Community Association
St Laurence Parish Church
Will to Work Workshop

Frodsham Gift Voucher scheme 
participants

Frodsham Life receives Best News 
Publication of the Year award

Busy period for Photographic Society

FRODSHAM Life magazine was honoured to be awarded Best 
News Publication of the Year at the Mayor’s Civic Awards 
2019.

The awards ceremony took 
place aboard the Daniel Adamson 
steam powered canal tug moored 
at Sutton Weaver on the evening 
of Friday 1st November and the 
“Best news Publication of the Year” 
award was received by Frodsham 
Life manager James Balme, who 
has been at the helm since 2006.

The evening was enjoyable with 
a presentation given by members 
and volunteers on the life and 
history of the Daniel Adamson 
during its long history dating back 
to 1903. The Tug boat is part of the 
National Historic Fleet and is listed 
number fifteen out of twenty such 
vessels that include the Cutty Sark, 
HMS Victory and SS Great Britain.

The award ceremony was 
hosted by the Mayor of Frodsham 
Cllr Liam Jones and the award for 
Best News Publication of the Year 
was presented to James Balme by 

Outstanding Charity of the Year 
– Rotary Club of Frodsham and 
Helsby

Rising Star of the Year – Castle 
Park and Arts Centre Trusts (joint 

FRODSHAM and District 
Photographic Society is looking 
forward to a busy December.

The highlight will be a 
Presentation on December 9 
by Tesni Ward - ‘Working with 
Wildlife’. She is based near 
Sheffield with a passion for the 
natural world and the creatures 
within it. 

As a full time wildlife 
photographer her chosen work 
is challenging but extremely 
rewarding and she now uses her 
images to promote conservation. 

atmosphere. Some of the results 
are likely to be entered for ‘Street 
Life’, the last Competition before 
Christmas.

They will ceraintainly in the next 
issue of Frodsham Life.

Enjoy the festive season - 
remember to record your family’s 
delights and pleasures - and no 
doubt funny moments - on a special 
day. Merry Christmas! 

www.frodsham.photos

the Lord Lieutenant of Cheshire Mr 
David Briggs MBE, KStJ. 

James sprung a surprise on the 
Lord Lieutenant by presenting him 
with the latest copy of Frodsham 
Life at the same time which featured 
David on the cover.

The full list of winners from the 
event were.

Community Hero of the Year – 
Ron Sayle (Mersey Weaver Scouts)

Best Community Group of the 
Year – North Cheshire Rail Users’ 
Group

Best Business of the Year – Home 
and Beauty

Best Community Initiative of the 
Year – Frodsham Women’s Institute

Best Event of the Year – Tributes 
on the Hill 

Outstanding Community Service 
of the Year – Frodsham Community 
Centre & Frodsham Youth 
Association (joint winners).

winners)
Best Performers of the Year – 

Frodsham Players 
Best Attraction of the Year – The 

Daniel Adamson

She tells the stories of the struggles 
faced by nature with many 
species currently under threat from 
human activity. To that end Tesni 
runs workshops which include 
photographing hares and red 
grouse in the Peak District and 
seabirds on Skomer Island - puffins, 
razorbills, eider ducks. Magical 
images will be expected! 

The November Competition, 
‘Metal’, produced a wide variety of 
interesting entries all of which can 
be viewed on the website. The Print 
category was headed by Brian 
Lunt’s ‘Heart of Steel’. 

His work was also judged best 
in the Projected Digital Image class 
with ‘Time Machine’, shown here - 
well done! 

Club Members were of course 
out and about at the Christmas 
Lights ‘switch on’ in the village and 
snapping away merrily to catch the 

Picture by Lynda Hayney Frodsham & District Photographic Society

www.247print.net


14 www.frodshamlife.co.uk December 2019

CHILDREN at Little Overtons’ Pre-School have been enjoying 
the group’s 25th anniversary.

The pre-school began its life 
as a playgroup based at Bradley 
Lane Chapel in the early 1990’s 
and was known back then as “Five 
Crosses Playgroup”.

When the building was 
condemned, the group moved for 
a few months to Orchard House 
-  now St Luke’s Primary School. - 
but eventually managed to  secure 
more permanent accommodation 
in the grounds of Frodsham C of E 
Primary School. They moved into a 
mobile classroom on  November 7, 
1994.  

The pre-school  was formally 
opened by the then Mayor of 
Frodsham - Miss Margaret Blythe.

They have remained at this 
location ever since, building 
strong working relations with the 
primary school and providing care 
for 2-5 year olds within the local 
community.

Little Overtons’ Pre-School is a 
registered charity and has since 
continued to run as an independent 
committee run pre-school.  The pre-
school is run by manager Tracey 
Owen who says the success of the 
pre-school is credit to the team.  

She said: “ I am honoured to 
work alongside such a dedicated 
team who share my vision.   One 
of the team, Jessica Hunt-Chambers 
has been with the pre-school since 
the beginning and still enjoys her 
role.   The children in our setting 
are so happy and wanting to 
learn which makes the job very 
enjoyable”

In honour of the Pre-school’s 

25th anniversary, the committee 
organised a party for past and 
current families at Frodsham 
Community Centre.  Local business 
“Cheeky Ice-cream” came along 
and offered free ice-cream to all the 

children and the celebrations raised 
£386.90 towards  improvements.

On Sunday November 3, the 
manager Tracey along with two 
parents took part in their first ever 
half marathon to raise funds for the 
pre-school.  They managed to raise 
a total of £1,034 which will be 

spent on new toys for the children.
Tracey added:  “I would like 

to personally thank everyone 
involved  in the success of the pre-
school.  Staff, parents, colleagues, 
volunteers, committee members 
and families!”

CHILDREN who are members of the 
School Ethos Group at Frodsham CE 
Primary School visited the Chapel 
Fields Nursing Home, off Main 
Street, Frodsam to deliver handmade 
cards to residents and chat with 
them.

The group is also making and 
delivering chocolate angels for 
Christmas and is planning to develop 
a peace garden.

Youngsters who went on the trip 
said they enjoyed meeting Chapel 
Fields residents. Some of their 
comments were as follows: 

Abigail – “It was really nice to see 
how much they enjoyed us visiting 
and how much of a difference it 
made.”

Mischa – “It was very special to 
see how happy they were as many of 
them hadn’t seen family and friends 
in a long time and we are now their 
school family.”

Holly – “I enjoyed chatting to all 
the people there and it was nice 
to talk to them because they were 
probably quite lonely.”

Bethany – “It felt really special 
that we got to hand out cards to the 
old people and it was a really good 
experience.”

Jessica – “I felt like it was a really 
good opportunity to meet all the old 
people and see how much people 
can help by just giving them a smile.”

Lissa – “We made cards and it 
was really fun because we were 

going to send them to people in a 
home that were really lonely.”

Hanna – “I really enjoyed it 
because I met a lady named Sue.  
We had a big chat and I really 

enjoyed it because they needed 
company.”

Aim of the school Ethos group is 
to build the school’s community links 
and their positive ethos in school.

They meet weekly and have so 
far enjoyed writing letters to their 
link school in the Solomon Islands, 
selecting a Harvest Charity and 
helping to pack gifts.

Pre-school celebrates its 25th “birthday”

Pupils enjoy a visit to nursing home
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CLASSIFIED
TELEPHONE
01928 761045

HOME SERVICES

ATLAS
Your friendly local independent

Affordable, professional, guaranteed service.
Fully insured, �xed prices - no surprises once on site!

Discrete vehicles, no embarrassing signs
07999 487 925 / 01925 445 222

www.atlas4u.co.uk

PEST 
CONTROL

(J12/19)

Advertise in the 
Classifi eds

from as little as £6 
per month!

Call our friendly 

team now on

01928 
761045

CHIROPODY

MOBILE
CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST

M.INST. ChP, L.Ch.

For the treatment of all foot
conditions and orthotics

For home visits call 01928 733630
Registered with the Health Professions Council

Miss Lesley Mathieson

(G9/19)

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
TRUST PROPERTY ELECTRICAL SERVICES. 
NICEIC Part P Approved Contractor. All 
Electrical work undertaken. Inspection and 
testing and PAT testing. All work certifi ed and 
guaranteed. Call Tim on 07754409906 
or 01925 601055 (G*)

ACCOUNTANCY & SAGE TRAINING
WHY TRY TO BE A PAYE EXPERT? 
Watkinson Black can provide a cost effective 
payroll service, releasing you to concentrate on 
your business. For further details please 
phone: 01925 413210  or  e-mail: 
info@warrington accountants.co.uk (G*)

MORTGAGES
INDEPENDENT MORTGAGE ADVICE. 
For local, impartial and professional advice 
on all aspects of mortgages contact Darren 
Simpson at Amathus Financial Services 
07708 975122 or 01925 399999 (G*)

A1 STAINBUSTERS. A Warrington company 
cleaning carpets, hard fl oors, Upholstery 
(Leather + fabric) and curtains in situ. FREE 
quotes for domestic and commercial. Approved 
carpet cleaners for Hancock and Woods for 
over 10 years. Call John on 01925 852088 
or 07765 314080 (J420)

CARPET CLEANING

SIMPLY THE BEST CARPET CLEAN YOU 
will ever have. Cleaners UK Ltd. Est 30 yrs. 
Have your carpets & sofas beautifully deep 
cleaned leaving them fresh smelling & colour 
restored. Latest & best methods. Dry/steam. 
Leather cleaning, oriental rug specialist. 
Professional, reliable & affordable. For more 
info call Neil Riley on 01925 264989 / 
07831 336060 www.cleaners-uk.net  
 (J2/19)

AIR CONDITIONING
EXPERIENCED AND PROFESSIONAL 
Warrington-based 4 Seasons are air conditioning 
specialists. We install, maintain and repair air 
conditioning for business and homes. FREE call outs 
and special offers. Contact John & the team 
on 0330 400 5471 or enquiries@4sac.
co.uk or www.4sac.co.uk (G1/20)

Sponsorship success for 
new girls soccer team

FRODSHAM Junior Football Club’s Girls Under 8 team have 
won sponsorship from local digital agency Yellow Mango.

The team, which was only 
formed this year, play in the Mid-
Cheshire Under 9s Daffodil League, 
competing against teams from 
Appleton, Chester, Crewe, Egerton, 
Northwich and Sandbach.

They are part of  Frodsham Junior 
Football Club which includes both 

girls and boys teams and has more 
than 400 players and 80 coaches. 
The girls train together each week 
and play their league and cup 
games during the weekends. 

Coaches Rob and Gavin have 
helped the girls develop confidence 
whilst also gaining technical football 

skills.
Michael Blythe, managing 

director at Yellow Mango, said: “It’s 
fantastic to have the opportunity 
to help support the team and 
give something back to the club. 
Frodsham Junior Football Club and 
the coaches have done an incredible 
job providing the girls with a safe, 
supportive environment in which to 
enjoy the sport they love.”

A THREE-day event celebrating 
the 75th anniversary of VE Day 
next year is being planned for 
Frodsham.

Among the proposals are events 
for all age groups, a parade 
led by the Mayor and Freemen 
of Frodsham and a bonfire on 
Frodsham Hill.

The celebrations will take place 
over three days, commencing on 
Friday, May 8 which for next year 
only, will be the early May bank 

holiday normally held on the first 
Monday in the month.

A report prepared by Cllr 
Mallie Poulton has already been 
considered by the Town council’s 
Events Committee.

The proposals include the 
parade, which will end at the 
Community Centre where there will 
be free entertainment  for children, 
the bonfire, which will involve 
Cheshire Fire and Rescue and the 
Round Table and a 1940-style tea 

dance on Saturday, May 9 at the 
Drill Hall in Main Street.

It is also proposed to provide 
each of Frodsham’s churches with 
£500 to hold an afternoon tea for 
the elderly of their parish.

A 1940s themed best dressed 
window competition is also 
proposed.

All members of the council will 
be encouraged to get involved in 
the celebrations.

Three days of celebrating VE Day
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www.weavervaleconservatives.co.uk

